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B.A.II–SemesterIV-Sociology–GE–404

Crime:1.Classification

2.TheoriesofCrime

Crimehasbeendescribedbothinsocialand

leagalcontext.Thesocialdefinitionuofcrimeis

thatitisbehaviouroranactivitythatoffendsthe

socialcodeofaparticularcommunity.

Mowrer(1959)hasdefineditasan“anti-social

act”.

Accordingtogisbert(1970)crimesarethe

activitieswhichthreatensocialorder,offend

moralityandendangerpersonorproperty.

Thelegaldefinitionofcrimeisconsideredtobe

precise,unambiguousandcapableof

measurementasthesyystemofcriminaljusticeis

percievedformalegalapproach.Thelegal

definitionofcrimeisthatitisbehaviouroran
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activityinviolationoflegalcode.

PaulTappan(1960)hasdifinedcrimeas“an

intentionalactoromissioninviolationofcriminal

lawcommittedwithoutdefenceorjustification

andsanctionedbythestateforpunishmentasa

felonyormisdemeanour”.

H.jeromehasdefinedcrimeas“legallyforbidden

andintentionalactionwhichhasaharmfulimpact

onsonalinterestswhichhasacriminalintentand

whichhaslegallyprescribedpunishmentforit”

TypesorClassificationofcrime

Bonger(criminalityandEconomicconditions1916)

hasclassifiedcrimeintofourgroupsonthebasis

oftheirmotives-:

1)EconomicCrine-Dacoity,Theft

2)SexualCrime-:Rape
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3)PoliticalCrime-:Treason,Antinational

4)MiscellaneousCrime-:Drunkness,breachof

trust.

Lemert(socialproblem(1958)hasclassified

crimeas1)situational,whicharecommitted

becauseofthepressureofsituation.

b)Systamatic-Thecrimewhichae

committedinaplannedandsystematicway.

Hayesclassifiescrimeinto3catogories

1)Crimeagainstorder

2)Crimeagainstproperty

3)CrimeagainstIndividual

ClinardandQuinny(1967)–classifiesinto

5categories.

1)violentpersonalcrime

2)occassionalpropertycrime
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3)Occupationalcrime

4)Publicordercrime

5)Conventionalcrime

Crimecanbeclassifiedonvariedbasis

fromlegalpointofview–andonthe

basisofatrocityandseriousness.

A.Misdemeanour–onthebasisof

moticesandsituation–aspickpokteting,

alcoholismgambling.

B.Felony-Seriouscrimeforwhichlife

imprisonedordeathpunilshmentas

antinational,murder,rapeetc.

TheoriesofCrime

Variousscholarshaveattemptedto

builddifferenttheoriestoexplaincrime

systematically.
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Reid(1976)hasclasifiedtheoretical

explanationas:-

1.ClassicalandPositivetheories.

2.Physiological,psychiatricand

psychologicaltheories.

3.Sociologicaltheories-devidedinto

twogroups.a).Socialstructural

theories.b).Socialprocesstheories.

BiologicalTheories

Lombroso,FerriandGarofalowere

threemajorpositivitswholaidstress

onthepsychologicalincapacityofan

individual.

LombrosowasanItalianprofessorof

clinicalpsychiatryreferedasfatherof

criminology.Accordingtohim

criminalsconstituteadistinct

physicalcharactersticswhichare
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borntype.Certainphysical

abnoramlitiesasasymmatricalfare

largeears,flallenednorsretreating

forheadetc,squinteyesetc.

PsychogencicTheories:-

Thepsychologicaltheoryemphasises

feeblemindedness(lowIQ).Mental

disordersinferioritycomplexarethe

causeofvariouscrime.“Itis

heridiratry,feeblemindednessthat

accountsfortheconditionsofcrime.

Tolessonthepercentageofcrimehel

hadstreseedonsterilizationof

criminals.WilliamHealy-Psychatrist

inChicago(1913)describes–

Frustrationcausesemotional

discomfortasschizophrenia,Maniac,

Paranoiaetc.criminalityarisesoutof
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conflictsandarerelatedtoattitude

andouriinstinct.

GeorgeVoid1968,describesthat-

conflictinunconciousmindgivesrise

tofeelingofguilttorestoreabalance

ofgoodagainstevil

Geographicaltheory.

Montesquiue,QuetletKropotokinetc

evaluatescrimeonthebasisof

geographicalfactorsasclimate,

temparature,humidity,etc.

Montesquieudescribesthat

criminalityincreasesinproportionas

oneapproachestheequatorand

drunknessincreasesasone

approachespoles.

QuetletinhisThermicLawdescribes
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thatcrimeagainstperson

predominatesinsouthandincreases

insummerandcrimeagainst

propertyincreasesinNorthandin

Winter.

Thistheoryiscriticized.

Economictheory–itfocusesonthe

impactofeconomicconditionson

criminalbehaviour.ItalianScholar

Fornasaridescribesaboutthe

realationshipbetweencrimeand

povertyin1894.Marxbelievedthat

economicsystemasthesole

determinantfactorofcrime.

DutchScholarsBongerin1916

emphasisesrealationshipbetween

crimeandcapitalisticeconomic

structure.Capitalismbringssocial

inequalityandleadstocrime.
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Sociologicaltheory-describesthat

criminalsarenotbornbutmade.

Sociologistdescribescrimeinterms

ofPathalogicallivingconditionsand

breakdownofharmoniousrelations.

Sutherlandexplainscriminal

behaviouronthebasisofsituational,

geneticorhistorical.Healso

describesaboutlowerclasscriminals

andwhitecollarcriminals.


