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Abstract: Fantasy has always been subjected to prejudice
and equated with the literature of illusion. It is considered to
be a world constructed on unfounded and unsubstantial
assumptions. Harry Potter hepatology by British author
J.K. Rowling is one such fantasy that takes place in the

magicalworld of Hogwarts.

This paper has examined and investigated Rowling's

cultural and political engagements in Harry Potter and
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the Order of the Phoenix. Rowling through her magical
and mythical surroundings of Hogwarts explores some
fundamental concerns of rebellion, resistance and other

cultural issues which deserve much-needed attention.
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Introduction:

The presence of magic and mythical tales in
storybooks makes them equally interesting and
important for children as well as adults. The Harry
Potter series written by the British author Joanne
Kathleen Rowling has been popular worldwide for
more than a decade. Considered to be a 'quest
fantasy’ that abounds in myths and folklore, it is
modeled on British boarding school stories.
Following the trajectory of an epic, the Harry Potter
series is all about the triumph of Harry over the evil
symbolized by Voldemort. Like heroes from epic,
Harry experiences anguish, frustration, loss of his
loved ones and isolation before emerging victorious
in a prolonged conflict that runs up to seven
volumes. Though hugely popular the series has been
accused of leading children towards satanism and
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occultism. It also battles charges of infantilism
among adults, apparently ratifying the worst fear of
the Frankfurt School theorist who argued that
popular culture artifacts turn adults into children
who become a regressive audience in the culture
Potter
hepatology continued to grow and has been adapted

industry. Despite these accusations,

into movies and has inspired numerous spin-offs
and merchandise, which again echoes Horkheimer's
thoughts of a thriving 'culture industry’ that has a
fetish for and is absorbed in the consumption of
homogenous and standardized cultural products.

Objectives:

This research paper aims to examine Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix through its textual
and thematic structure to identify various socio-
political concerns such as racism, resistance, and
rebellion along with other cultural issues. Since the
Harry Potter series is a hepatology and the entire
series deals with a host of other issues, my research
is restricted to an examination of mythical and
political aspects presentin the fifth installment.

Methodology:

For the purpose of undertaking this research,
the following methodologies have been adopted:

1. A detailed reading of the text along with
background reading of sources and
influences which have gone into the writing
ofthenovel.

2. Incorporating insights from critical
perspectives offered by critics and
academics.

3. Applying a new historic and cultural
material lens to uncover social and cultural

parallels between the textand the society.
Review of Literature:

Defense against the Dark Arts (2021) by John S.
Nelson has been named after one of the subjects in
the Hogwarts curricula and engages with

provocative politics and ideologies present in the
Harry Potter books through the medium of fantasy
crafted by J.K. Rowling. It also deals with
philosophical complications such as death and
loyalty and philosophies like stoicism and
perfectionism determined through the actions and
behaviours of its prominent characters. The Politics
of Harry Potter (2011) by Bethany Barratt is a useful
guide on the politics and political institutions such as
prisons, judiciary, government, human rights, and
international relations in the fantasy world of Harry
Potter and how these have a direct bearing on the
politics of contemporary times. The Magical World of
Harry Potter: A Treasury of Myths, Legends and
Fascinating Facts (2008) by David Colbert is an
illuminating resource for anyone looking to discover
the sources and meanings of the fantastical
creatures, magic spells, and unique names which
feature in the Harry Potter series. Harry Potter's
Bookshelf: The Great Books behind the Hogwarts
Adventures (2009) by John Granger provides a kind
of list of various genres and books which apparently
influenced the production of the Harry Potter series.
Heroism in the Harry Potter Series (2011) is a motley
collection of literary and critical essays edited by
Katrin Berndt and Lena Steveker. These essays deal
with a wide range of subjects such as gender,
Christian motifs and morality and movie adaptations
of the series. The Ultimate Harry Potter and the
Philosophy: Hogwarts for Muggles (2010) by Gregory
Bassham as the name suggests explores some of the
deeper issues and subtleties found in the Potter
books. The book uses Harry Potter as a medium to
introduce and popularize some of the ideas of the
greatphilosophersand thinkers.

The Premise in Harry Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix: Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix, the fifth installment in the hepatology was
published on 21" June 2003 and is considered to be
the most important in terms of plot in the series. The
book follows the struggle of Harry in his fifth year at
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Hogwarts School of Wizardry and Witchcraft that
includes the surreptitious return of the Dark Lord,
Lord Voldemort, the Ministry of Magic's vehement
denials, and OWL (Ordinary Wizarding Level) exams
conducted under the new management of Dolores
Umbridge. The important themes explored in this
book are practical knowledge versus theoretical
knowledge as depicted through defense against arts
classes, rebellion and resistance, racism, and an
attempt to treat human and non-human creatures
equally.

The book begins with the scorching heat of
summer and the entry of evil spirits named
dementors who launch an unexpected attack on
Harry's Muggle (non-magical) cousin Dudley
Dursley and also on Harry when he tries to save his
cousin. Itis worthwhile to point out that Dursleys are
Harry's guardians after his parents’ death and are
offered as caricatures of bourgeois consumerism
who are interested in material wealth which is
further used as a yardstick of personal worth and
merit. Due to his use of magic spells outside the
wizarding world, Harry was accused of performing
underage magic in a Muggle-dominated society and
hence was asked to appear before a jury to defend
himself. The summoning of Harry in the case of
underage magic in the presence of a muggle reminds
the reader of the wizarding government's constant
surveillance of'its citizens (or how else do they know
that magic was performed in a particular time and
place) raising issues of civil liberties among the
wizarding public. Harry was, however, vindicated
and he joined Hogwarts but the situation in the
magical school was equally trying and enigmatic for
Harry with him sharing visions with arch-nemesis
Voldemort, an extremely claustrophobic and
repressive defense against the dark arts classes by
Umbridge with an emphasis on the ministry-
approved syllabus which hardly contained any
practical knowledge and the revelation of the
prophecy which would ultimately decide the fate of

Harry in the magical world. In fact, not only Harry
and his friends but the entire school experiences
great pressure and the politics of the Ministry of
Magic under the regime of Dolores Umbridge. The
book ends with a dramatic climax featuring a
showdown between Harry and Voldemort to get
hold of the age-old prophecy that could either break
or make the fate of both of them in which Harry
emerges victorious.

Myths and Magic in Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix: Rowling, in many of her
interviews, has asserted that she has been quite
liberal with her borrowings from myths and folklore.
While some of the mythical elements have been
projected in toto some are a cross-creation between
mythical creatures and Rowling's imagination. In
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, the magical
and mythical creatures presented are boggarts,
giants, dementors, thestrals, and Nagini (snake).

Boggarts: Boggarts come from English folklore.
They are mischievous beings and can be found in
houses, marshes, and fields. They look like humans
but are ugly and uncouth. Rowling’s boggarts are
different because they are shape shifters and are
frightening and are driven away by laughter.

Giants: Grawp is the giant and the half-brother
of Hagrid and is sixteen feet tall but short in terms of
giant standards. Giants in Greek mythology were
supposedly born when Uranus's blood fell on Gaea
and was called Gigantes. Giants were considered
cannibals and vicious. Grawp is aggressive in nature
as it was the common trait of giants. Grawp was
bullied by the other giants because of his size, which
is why Hagrid brought him back to Hogwarts with
him. Despite Grawp's repeated requests to go home,
Hagrid insisted on dragging his half-brother along.
In English, Grawp sounds more like a grunt than a
name which is a pictorial demonstration of more
than one syllable. He mispronounces words and has
issues in speaking English such as Hermione as
Hermy.






