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Political Socialization through Hindi Cinema: Truth or Post-truth?
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Abstract : Hindi Cinema, often referred to as Bollywood is
usually seen through the lens of money-making and
glamorization. But, gradually with its evolution, this static
nature has experienced credible changes, with the lines
between information and entertainment getting blurred
and films now challenging the rigid social structure and
touching upon the social and political life of individuals.

Politics and cinema shares an inextricable relationship,
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with cinema being the most significant agent of political
socialization. Films are now repeatedly made in the light of
the political happenings and according to specific political
preferences, which in turn affects the psychological
attitude, shape the behavioral pattern of the public and
eventually leads to the establishment of a post-truth society.
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Introduction:

'Every film is a political act, it's how you see the
world' — Mira Nair

India was reborn on August 14th, 1947 as a
nation marked by the scars of political chains of
around 200 years of social wounds that tarnished
the glory of the very golden bird, the economic
unrest as a result of multiple exploitation and drain
of wealth. The nation was in need of transition and it
had to begin with the understanding of the basic
challenges of society. Cinema became a potential
channel of communication of social problems within
and outside its reign to political system and vice-
versa.

The Hindi cinema nurtured its cradle hood in
the colonial era and was nothing more than the
adoption of great playwrights and literature. With
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