
SocialWell-beinganditsindicators

'Socialwell-being'isanimportantandcontemporaryconceptofhumanandsocialgeography

andmorepreciselythatofhumanisticgeography.Theconceptemphasizesonthedistributional

perspectivesofvariouswelfareandhumanisticaspectsofmanandthehumansociety.The

basicfocusofthishumanisticapproachison'whogetswhat,whereandhow'.Socialwell-being

referstoaconditioninwhichtheneedsandwantsofpeoplearesatisfied.

Accd.toEyles,therenownedHumangeographerofthecontemporaryworld,'Awellsocietyis

oneinwhichpeoplehavesufficientincomefortheirbasicneeds,wherepovertyhasbeen

eradicated,wherepeoplearesociallyandeconomicallymobileandrespectfulofthedignityof

others,andwheretheyhaveaccesstogoodsandservicesinastableandparticipatory

environment'.Thisisakindofidealsituationfrom thesocialandgeographicalpointsofviews.

ItismainlyaconceptassociatedwiththeAmericanschoolofgeographicalthoughtandcame

intoprominenceafter1970swiththeadventofthe'CriticalrevolutioninGeography'.Smith,

KnoxandGreywerethepioneerscarryingoutstudiesinthisparticularfield.

IndicatorsofSocialwell-being

Socialwell-beingisaconditionofman/community/societythatcanbemeasurable

qualitativelyaswellasquantitatively.Fortheassessmentandjudgementofwell-beingina

society,varioussocial-economic-culturalindicators/parametrescanbeapplied.However,

unliketheotherwellknownconceptof'HumanDevelopment',thereisnofixedstandardforthe

setofindicatorsinthiscase.Dependinguponthesocio-economic-politicalstatusofthe

society/populationunderreview,thewell-beingindicatorsareselected.

Somemajorwell-beingindicatorsappliedworldwide

Incomeandwealth

Socialenvironment

Educationandeducationalattainment

Healthandmedicalcare

Culturalorder

Politicalawareness

Recreationandliesure

Socialdisorder


