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I. ImportantDetails:

a)Author-MaryShelley

b)YearofPublication-1818(prefacebyP.B.Shelley)

c)Genre-Gothicfiction,Sciencefiction



d)Style-Epistolary

e)Importantcharacters-VictorFrankenstein,Monster,RobertWalton,

MargaretSaville,HenryClerval,ElizabethLavenza

II. Abouttheauthor:

MaryShelley(1797-1851),wastheproponentoftheGothicandScience

fictioninEnglishLiterature.Shewasinfluencedmostlybyherparents

and herhusband.Herfather,William Godwin,was a political

philosopherwhowrote“ThingsasTheyare;orTheAdventuresof

CalebWilliam”.Hermother,MaryWollstonecraft,wasaprominent

feministwhose work “A Vindication ofthe Rights ofWoman”

becameasteppingstonefortheFeministMovementinthe!8thCent.

England.Herhusband,P.B.Shelley, wasaRomanticpoetand

philosopherwhosefamousworksinclude“Ozymandias”,“Odetothe

WestWind”,“PrometheusUnbound”.Someofherimportantworks

are:

a.Frankenstein;orTheModernPrometheus

b.Mathilda

c.Valperga

d.TheLastMan

Influences-MaryShelleywenton a trip to Switzerland with her

husbandwhereshemetLordByron.Theyweremovedbytheoccult

storiesrelatedtotheplacewheretheywerestaying.Theydecidedto

thinkofahorrorstoryandthenMarydreamtofascientistwho

engagedhimselfinsuchexperiments.



III. TitleandEpigraph:

Thesubtitleofthenovel‘theModernPrometheus’referstothemythof

Prometheus.InGreekmythology,Prometheuswasatricksterwho

createdhumansfrom clayandstolefirefrom Zeusandgavethe

humancivilizationasagiftforwhichhewaspunished.Itisalso

believedthatwhenthehumanracewascreatedbythegods,each

godwasaskedtogiftthehumansandthenPrometheusgavethem

thegiftoffire,averyessentialinvention,andtheartofmakingthings

withclayand metal.So thestoriesassociated withPrometheus

markshim asacreatororonewhoservestheconsequencesof

givingawaythingsthatwereforbidden.

Epigraph-theepigraphistakenfrom ParadiseLostwhichmovesaround

the aspectthatSatan was doomed from Heaven because he

challenged God and wentfortheForbidden power.Frankenstein

dealswiththisideaofdangerofcreatingsomethingbeyondhuman

powers.ThefallofVictorFrankensteinistheresultofhisgivinglife

toadeadcreaturewhichisagainstthelawsofNature.

IV. Summary:

ThenovelsurroundsaroundtheletterswrittenbyRobertWaltontohis

sisterMargaretSaville,whodecidestogoonatriptowardstheNorth



Pole,toenhancehisscientificknowledgeabouttheplace.Hesuffers

throughoutthejourneyinthesearchofacompanionandspends

mostofhistimethinkingabouthissafereturn.Henarratesthrough

hisletters,themeetingwithVictorFrankenstein,inwhom hefinds

solace.Victorconfides him with the story ofhis life and his

misfortunes.The narrative shifts to a linearform where Victor

describesabouthispamperedchildhood,hislovingparents,hislover

andhisfriends.Henarrateshow hewasinfatuatedbytheideaof

creationoflifeandstartedreadingtheworksofvariousphilosophers.

Heisguidedbyhisprofessorsandthuswiththedesiretochallenge

Nature,heassimilatesvariouspartsofhumanbodyandfinallygives

lifetoit.thisservesas alifechangingmomentforhim ashegets

frightenedbythemonsterthathehadcreatedandthusrunsawaythe

nextday.Thoughhemovestowardshishome,thefearlurksinhis

mindregardingthedangerthathehascreatedandhowhehadletit

looseintheworld.Thedeathofhislittlebrothermarksthestartof

therevengeofthemonster.VictorfinallyencounterstheMonster

whotakesoverthenarrativeandnarrateshissadstoryofhistrialsto

adjustwiththeworldthathewasborninto.Thoughhewasleftalone

allbyhimself,hetriestolearnthelanguageandevensocializewith

thevillagersbutheisnotwelcomedanywhereandthisideaofnot

belongingtoanyoneleadshim intotakingrevengeonVictor.He,thus,

warnsVictorandordershim tocreateanotherfemaleofhisstature.

Victorpromisestocreatesuchacreaturebutisfrightenedbythe

thoughtofitscatastrophiceffectontheworld. Sohebreakshis

promiseandhismisfortunesbeginsasthemonsterkillsallhisloved

onesonebyoneandVictorisleftaloneinthisworld.



Thenarrativecontinuesintheform oflettersagainwhereWaltondescribes

hisdespairandhisdesireoreturnback.Victorsuccumbs tothe

exhaustionofhislifeanddiesandafterhisdeath,monsterpayshim

thelastvisitandexplainshimselftoWalton.Thus,thenovelends

withthemonstergoingbacktohissolitude.

V. Importantpoints:

a)ScienceFiction-itisaform offictionthatdealsprincipallywith

the impactofactualorimagined science oversociety or

individuals.ThegenrewasinitiatedbytheIndustrialRevolution,

whichgavethewritersventforimaginingfuturetechnology.A

sci-fiismarkedwithpropheticwarnings,utopianaspiration,

strange voyages, and elaborate scenarios for entirely

imaginativeworldbutguidedbyscientificlaws.

Frankensteinasasci-fi:VictorFrankensteinistherepresentativeof

modernscientistwhocreatedamonsterduetohisexcess

focusonthequestofscientificknowledge.Thenoveldeals

withthedangersofscienceanditsimpactonasocietywhich

wasoverhopefulforscience.Thesettingofthenovelsatisfies

thehorrificexperimentsbeingdonetochallengethelawsof

Nature.

b)Narrativestyle

ThenovelfollowsFramenarrative,thatis,storywithinastory,or

also known as Russian dollnarraatve.The narration is of



multiplelevelswhereeachonenarrateshisstoryandallthese

narrativesarewritteninanepistolaryform.Thelettersbeing

writtenbyRobertWaltonincludeshisnarration,victornarrating

hislifeandeventhemonsterdeclaringhissideofthestoryas

well.

c)Themesofassociationandalienation:

Thenovelrevolvesaroundthisthemeofwantofcompanionshipand

tobeacceptedwidelyby thesociety.Thequestfordiscovery

resideswiththedesiretobefamousintheworld.Frankenstein

andWaltonbothareinthesearchofsuchaglorybutbothhad

topayapriceforit.Thedespairofbeingalienatedhauntsthe

monsterandhewantstobeeasilyacceptedbythesociety.

Beingleftalonebyhiscreator,themonsteriscompletelyonhis

ownintheworldandthisbecomeshisreasonforrevenge.He

discardsVictorfrom hisfamilytooandthustakeshisrevenge.

VI. Suggestedquestions:

a)Discuss“Frankenstein”asasciencefiction.

b)Commentonthenarrativestyleof“Frankenstein”

c)Thenovelrevolvesaroundthecharacterofmonster,Whoisthe

realmonster?Justifyyouranswer.


