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Topics ;- 

1. Introduction 

2. Causes 

3. Course of the Revolution 

 

English Revolution (Part – i) 
 

The English Revolution, also known as the Glorious Revolution or Revolution 

of 1688 or the Bloodless Revolution in English History originated in England in 

1688. It refers to the events of 1688-89 that witnessed the deposition of  the 

Catholic King James II  and the accession of  his  Protestant daughter,  that brought 

down  the curtain on the rule of  Catholic King James II,  of England  and paved 

the way for the establishment  of the rule of  his  Protestant daughter Mary and her 

Dutch husband, William of Orange. The motives for the Revolution were complex 

and included both political as well as religious concerns. The event ultimately 

changed  the way how England was governed, giving Parliament more power over 

the monarchy and sowing  seeds for the beginnings of a political democracy.  

James’s strong leanings towards Roman Catholicism, his suspension of the legal 

rights of nonconformists, and the birth of a Catholic heir to the throne in 1688 

created dissension among the majority of the people, predominantly among the 

non-Catholics.   Consequently, the opposition leaders asked William of Orange a 

Protestant who was married to James’s daughter Mary to invade England. James’ 

support started to dwindle and he fled to France. So William and Mary were 

crowned joint rulers   
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Why is it called a Glorious Revolution? 

 It is called a Glorious Revolution or Bloodless Revolution because it 

was accomplished in a peaceful manner. 

 A King was dethroned and another was  enthroned, without shedding a 

single drop of  blood,  without massacres or civil wars 

 It put an end to the royal absolutism and led to the establishment of a 

constitutional monarchy in England.  

 It asserted the supremacy of Parliament and the political power passed 

from the hands of the Crown to those of Parliament and the people.  

 It led to the establishment of primacy of the Parliament over the Crown 

 

Causes of the English Revolution 

 

Despotism of James II:- 

King James II believed in the Theory of the Divine Right of Kings. So he 

considered himself as a representative of God on earth, responsible to no one  

on earth except God, for his actions.  He placed himself above the law and  

demanded unquestionable obedience from his subjects. He was an arbitrary 

ruler and acted in an unconstitutional manner.  He claimed the right of 

suspending and dispensing powers.  This created  friction between the King 

and the people.  His despotic and absolute rule became intolerable for the 

people of England.  

 

Party System of England:- 

Two powerful and influential political parties of England, at the time, were 

those of Whigs and Tories.  The former upheld individualism and the 

supremacy of the Parliament and the latter backed the king and the Church of 

England. However, these two political parties had their own grievances against 

King-James II. The Whigs were displeased with the King as he wanted to rule 

without the parliament. The Tories were irritated, owing to his religious policy 

of intolerance and his leanings towards Catholicism. So both the parties joined 

hands together to put an end to the arbitrary rule . 
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Appointments of Catholics to Key posts:- 

The Parliament resisted the appointments of Catholics to high posts. But the   

judges supported James II and recognized  his power to make  appointments to 

key posts. Consequently he started appointing Catholics to high  civil posts, as 

his ministers,  and as members of  the Privy Council . He also appointed a 

Roman Catholic  as the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland  and a staunch Catholic as 

the Dean of  the Christ Church in Oxford. But those who did not honour 

Catholicism  were dismissed from their posts.  He dismissed the Vice 

chancellor of Cambridge University as  he refused to confer  the M.A. Degree  

on a Catholic student and 25 fellows from Magdalene College, as they refused 

to accept  their Catholic chairman. Thus the policy of religious intolerance of  

James II  came to be highly criticized. 

 

Violation of the law of the country  

The king punished those who opposed his actions and policies with the help of 

the Court of High Commission. Although by the Act of 1641 A.D the 

Parliament  had forbidden  the king  to establish such  a court, he revised the 

court and established what is known as the Court of Ecclesiastical Commission 

in order to establish dominance over the Church  and curb the opposition. 

Great resentment was created when he tried to suppress the liberties of the 

people with the help of the army.  He even dissolved the parliament in 1685, 

an act that made his supporters doubt his wisdom and began opposing him.   

Such deeds of James II annoyed the people, who were unwilling to accept the 

gross violation of the laws of the country by the king. 

 

Harsh policies towards the opponents:- 

James II adopted harsh measures  towards his opponents. When the Duke of 

Monmouth wanted to overthrow  King James II and raised the banner of revolt; 

the latter crushed the rebellion and put him to death.  The Chief Justice, 

George Jeffreys,   along with other judges committed great atrocities   on the 

followers of Monmouth.  More than 300 were hanged and nearly 800 were 

exiled.  People trembled at the cold-blooded policy of James II. Consequently, 
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such harsh measures made him  quite unpopular.  People now began to look 

forward to put an end to his arbitrary rule. 

 

Relations with France:- 

Louis XIV, contemporary ruler of France, was a Catholic like James II of England. 

The Protestant of France known as Huguenots, had obtained religious freedom by 

the Edict of Nantes in 1598 A.D. However Louis IX with  zest for Catholicism 

revoked them by the  Edict of Fontainebleau in 1685 and began the persecution of 

the Huguenots.  A general belief  prevailed among the  English that James in 

league with Louis XIV of France was attempting to restore Catholicism in England 

an idea that  was despised  by the people. On the other hand, King James II of 

England wished to establish a cordial relationship with the ruler of France. To this 

end he permitted Colbert,  French minister for Trade and Commerce to direct   

trade and industries in England.  But the English could not accept the fact that their  

king is being directed by an outsider 

 

Declaration of Indulgence:- 

In 1687, James  II issued a Declaration of Indulgence aiming at complete religious 

tolerance  to all nonconformists - Catholics  or  Protestants, and suspended the 

application of  Test Acts and Clarendon Code.  High posts of the state  were now 

opened to them.  However, this was resented by both the political parties, namely, 

Whigs and Tories, who interpreted this act  - Declaration of Indulgence of James as 

a subtle move to reinstate Catholicism.  However, by the Declaration of Indulgence 

of 1688 A.D., James II ordered the clergymen to read it in churches on  two 

consecutive Sundays, which evoked strong opposition from  the people 

 

The Seven Bishops’ Petition:- 

By the Declaration of Indulgence, passive obedience was strained to the 

utmost. At a meeting of the London Clergy, it was resolved to settle the issue 

by resorting to the moderate course of presenting a respectful petition to the 

king, James II, to absolve them of the duty of reading out the Declaration of 

Indulgences in their churches.   Further, they petitioned that the order might be 

withdrawn as the petition challenged the legality of the suspension of Statutes 
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by the King.  The petition was presented by the Archbishop of Canterbury and 

six other bishops, two days before the Declaration was to be read. This petition 

only infuriated the king and he decided to prosecute the bishops for publishing 

the “seditious libel”. Three weeks after the presentation of the petition, they 

were arrested and lodged in the Tower.  They were tried by a jury, who 

declared them ‘not guilty’ and acquitted them.  People rejoiced while King 

James II felt humiliated. He undoubtedly lacked both tact and wisdom thus he 

underestimated the gravity of the situation and, by his arbitrary deeds, created 

enemies for himself 

Birth of an heir disputed:- 

Hitherto, Protestants had reckoned with confidence that, whatever James himself 

might do, it was at least certain that his successor -  as he had only daughters,  

would be a Protestant. That would be his daughter Mary, wife of William of 

Orange, a Protestant king of Holland, and they would heave a sigh of relief.  This 

certainty vanished with the birth of a son, namely, James Francis Edward to 

King James II and his wife Queen   Mary of Modena, on June 10, 1688 A.D.  

This  provided an heir apparent to the throne, who would certainly be brought 

up as a Roman Catholic. (The public believed  that the story was in imaginary 

tale.  The baby was not the offspring of the queen) This good news sent a 

shock wave to the entire nation, who believed that the new future king would 

prove to be a staunch Catholic, like his predecessor.  So the people looked 

forward to take a radical step that would put an end to his reign.  

 

Course of the War 

 Under the prevailing circumstances and to put an end to the arbitrary and 

autocratic rule of James II,  leaders of  the Whig and Tory  parties sent 

an  invitation to the king of Holland,  William of Orange, and his wife 

Mary, through Admiral Herbert 

 William was a protestant and believed in  constitutional monarchy 

  He accepted the invitation and arrived in Torbay (sometimes  written as 

Tor Bay) on 15th November 1688 A.D. 
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 James II could not confront  William, as his Commander–in-Chief  

Churchill, his army, his friends and even his daughter Anne deserted him 

and  supported the opposition 

 He fled to France on December 23, 1688 A.D.,  with  the queen and their 

baby son 

 They lived there until his death in 1701 A.D.  

 The throne was declared empty and the convention of Parliament was 

summoned.  

 It accepted William and Mary as the joint monarchs of England 

 They came to the throne of England on 13 th February, 1689 A.D. 

 

 

 

 

 


