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Warofsuccessionduringmujhakoperiod,CC410,unit3

ProblemsofSuccession

TherewasnocleartraditionofsuccessionamongtheTimurids,whichcanbeseeninan

irregularsuccessionofthisdynasty.TheyearsofShahJahan'sreignwerecloudedbyabitter

warofsuccessionamonghissons.

TherightofthenominationofaprincebytherulerhadbeenacceptedbysomeoftheMuslim

politicalthinkers.ButitcouldnotbeassertedinIndiaduringtheSultanateperiod.

Hindutraditionswerenotveryclearinthematterofsuccessioneither.AccordingtoTulsidas,a

contemporaryofAkbar,arulerhadtherightofgivingthetikatoanyoneofhissons.However,

thereweremanycasesamongtheRajputswheresuchanominationhadnotbeenacceptedby

theotherbrothers.

Sangahadtowageabitterstrugglewithhisbrothersbeforehecouldasserthisclaim tothe

gaddi(throne).

Mughals’Succession

Thegrowingtrendtowardsastruggleforthethroneamongbrotherswasamajorconcernto

ShahJahanduringthelatterpartofhisreign.Fourofhissons,Dara,Shuja,Aurangzeb,and

Murad,hadbeencarefullytrainedforgovernmentandintheartofwarfare.

Amongallfour,eachofthem hadprovedtoadeservingandenergeticcommander.Though,

ShujaandMuradhadmadeamarkforbravery,butwereinactiveandease-loving.

Darawasknownforhisliberalviewsinmattersofreligionandwasapatronoflearning.Hewas

friendly,andhadwonovertheconfidenceofhisfatherwholeanedonhim increasinglyfor

adviceinmattersofgovernance.ButDarawasunsuccessful,ashehadalittleactualexperience

ofwarfare.Further,itwasalsoprovedinsomeoftheeventsthathewasapoorjudgeofhuman

character.



Aurangzeb,Ontheotherhand,hadprovedtobeaskillfulorganizer,anintelligentcommandant,

andashrewdnegotiator.Bypayingpersonalattentiontoindividualnobles(bothHinduand

Muslim),hehadwonovermanyofthem tohisside.

Bytheendof1657,ShahJahanwasfallenillatDelhiandforsometime,hislifewasdespaired

of,butgradually,herecoveredhisstrengthunderthelovingcareofDara.Meanwhile,itwas

rumoredthatShahJahanhadalreadydied,andDarawasconcealingtherealitytoservehisown

purposes.Aftersometime,ShahJahanslowlymadehiswaytoAgra.

Inthemeantime,prince,ShujainBengal,MuradinGujarat,andAurangzebintheDeccan,had

eitherbeenpersuadedthattherumorwastrue,orpretendedtobelievethem,andpreparedfor

theinevitablewarofsuccession.

Anxioustoavertaconflictamonghissons,whichmightspellruintotheempire,and

anticipatinghisspeedyend,ShahJahandecidedtonominateDaraashissuccessor.

ShahJahanraisedDare'smansabfrom 40,000zattotheunprecedentedrankof60,000.Dara

wasgivenachairnexttothethroneandallthenobleswereinstructedtoobeyDaraastheir

futuresovereign.

AurangzebdidnotlikeShahJahan’sdecisionandhetookseriousactiontobecomeemperor.

Hedefeatedeveryoneandsuccessfullybecameemperor.

ThereweremanyreasonsforAurangzeb'ssuccess;significantofthem weredividedcounsel

andunderestimationofhisopponentsbyDara.

Onhearingofthemilitarypreparationsofhissonsandtheirdecisiontoattackthecapital,Shah

JahanhadsentanarmytotheeastunderthecommandofDara’sson,SulaimanShikoh,which

wassupportedbyMirzaRajaJaiSingh(todealwithShujawhohadcrownedhimself).



SecondmilitarygroupwassenttoMalwaunderRajaJaswantSingh,therulerofJodhpur.Onhis

arrivalinMalwa,JaswantfoundthathewasfacedwiththecombinedforcesofAurangzeband

Murad.

ShahJahanhadinstructedJaswantSinghtobarthemoveoftheprincestothecapitalandto

persuadethem togoback,andinanycasetoavoidenteringintoamilitaryconflictwiththem.

JaswantSinghcouldhaveretreated,butasdeemingretreatwasamatterofdishonor,he

decidedtostandandfight,thoughthelikelihoodsweredefinitelyagainsthim.Thiswasagreat

mistakeonhispart.

OnApril15,1658,thevictoryofAurangzebatDharmatencouragedhissupportersandraised

hisprestige,whileitdiscouragedDaraandhissupporters.

Darawasover-confidentabouthisstrength.Hehadassignedsomeofthebesttroopsforthe

easterncampaign.LedbySulaimanShikoh(hisson),thearmymovedtotheeastandgavea

goodaccountofitself.

InFebruary1658,SulaimanShikohdefeatedShujanearBanarasanddecidedtopursuehim into

Bihar.Ontheotherhand,afterthedefeatofDharmat,anurgentmessagewassenttoSulaiman

toreturnbacktoAgrasoon.

Afterpatchingupahurriedtreatyon7May1658,SulaimanShikohmarchedtoAgrafrom his

campnearMonghyrineasternBihar.ButcouldnotreturntoAgraontimefortheconflictwith

Aurangzeb.

AfterDharmat,Daramadedesperateeffortstoseekallies.HesentrepeatedletterstoJaswant

SinghwhohadretiredtoJodhpur.TheRanaofUdaipurwasalsoapproached.JaswantSingh

movedoutslowlytoPushkarnearAjmer.AfterraisinganarmywiththemoneyprovidedbyDara,

hewaitedtherefortheRanatojoinhim.



RanahadalreadybeenwonoverbyAurangzebwithapromiseofarankof7,000andthereturn

oftheparganasseizedbyShahJahanandDarafrom him in1654.Thus,Darafailedtowinover

eventheimportantRajputrajastohisside.

On29May,1658,thebattleofSamugarhwasbasicallyabattleofgoodgeneralship,thetwo

sidesbeingalmostequallymatchedinnumbers(about50,000to60,000oneachside).

Aurangzeb'stroopswerebattlehardenedandwellledanddefeatedDara.Aurangzebforced

ShahJahantosurrenderbyseizingthesourceofwatersupplytothefort.

ShahJahanwasstrictlysupervisedandconfinedtothefemaleapartmentsinthefortthoughhe

wasnotill-treated.Helivedforeightlongyears,lovinglynursedbyhisfavoritedaughter,

Jahanara,whowillinglychosetolivewithinthefort.

Jahanarare-emergedintopubliclifeonlyafterShahJahan'sdeathandwasgivengreathonor

andgiventhepositionofthefirstladyoftherealm.Aurangzebalsoraisedherannualpension

from twelvelakhrupeestoseventeenlakhs.

AccordingtothetermsofAurangzeb'sagreementwithMurad,thekingdom wastobe

partitionedbetweenthetwoofthem.ButAurangzebhadnointentionofsharingtheempire.

Hence,hetreacherouslyimprisonedMuradandsenthim totheGwaliorjailwherewaskilled

aftertwoyears.

AfterlosingthebattleatSamugarh,DarahadfledtoLahoreandwasplanningtoretaincontrol

ofitssurroundingareas.ButAurangzebsoonarrivedintheneighborhoodwithastrongarmy.

DaraleftLahorewithoutafightandfledtoSindh.

Daramovedfrom SindhtoGujaratandthenAjmeronaninvitationfrom JaswantSingh,theruler

ofMarwar.

InMarch1659,thebattleofDeorainearAjmerwasthelastmajorbattleDarafoughtagainst



Aurangzeb.DaracouldwellhaveescapedintoIran,buthewantedtotryhisluckagainin

Afghanistan.

Ontheway,nearbytheBolanPass,atreacherousAfghanchiefmadehim aprisonerandhanded

him overtohisdreadedenemy.

TwoyearsafterDara'sexecution,hisson,SulaimanShikoh,hadtakenshelterinGarhwal.But

therulerofGarhwal,handedhim overtoAurangzebonanimminentthreatofinvasion.

AftertakingcommandoftheMughalEmpire,Aurangzebtriedtomitigate,tosomeextent,the

effectsoftheharshMughalcustom ofwartodeathbetweenbrothers.

In1673,attheinstanceofJahanaraBegum,SikihrShikoh,sonofDara,wasreleasedfrom the

prisonin1673,givenamansab,andmarriedadaughterofAurangzeb.IzzatBakhsh(sonof

Murad)wasalsoreleased,givenamansab,andhemarriedanotherdaughterofAurangzeb.

In1669,Dara'sdaughter,JaniBegum,whohadbeenlookedalterbyJahanaraasherown

daughter,wasmarriedtoAurangzeb'sthirdson,MuhammadAzam.

Thusitwasclearthatsincetherewasnoproperlawofsuccession,sotheterwasawarof

successionduringthetimeperiodofeveryMughalruler,amongthesons,ornoblesforthe

successionwhichultimatelybecametheCheifcauseofthedeclineofMughalEmpire.


