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MughalEmpire:Aurangzeb(1658-1707):

WeknowthatAurangzebhadenthronedhimselfonJuly211658afterhisoccupationof

Agra.ButheheldhissecondenthronementafterhissuccessinthebattlesofKhajwa

andDeorai,onMay15,1659afterenteringDelhiinagrandprocession.

Therewereprolongedrejoicings,andlavishexpenditurewasincurredtomakethe



occasionmemorable.Therewerelarge-scaleilluminationsandgrandfeasts.Khutba

wasreadandcoinsstruckinhisname.HeassumedthetitleofAlamgirPadshahGhazi.

Aurangzeb’sfirstconcernwastotakestepstowintheconfidence,particularlyofhisco-

religionistsandtoalleviatethedistressofthecommonpeoplewhohadsuffered

considerablyduetothewarofsuccessionandlossofproductionofeverykindHe

discontinued theIlahieraintroduced byAkbarand reverted to thelunarcalendar

followedbytheMuslims.

Heremittedcertainvexalioustaxesandcesses,suchastransitdutyoctroiduty,awabs

whichwereextraleviesandspecialawabswhichwerelicencetax’gifttax,feesand

commissionsrealisedforthestate.Butaswasusualwithallpreviousrulers,these

remissionswerenoteffectiveinrealityexceptinoneortwocases.Thelocalofficers

continuedtocollectallthetaxesfortheirownbenefits.AccordingtoKhafiKhanthe

localofficers actually collected transitduties often twice the costprice ofthe

commodities.

Inordertobringpeaceandrepairthedamagesdoneduringthewarofsuccession

particularlyinnorthernIndia,Aurangzebbroughtthegovernorsandofficersunderstrict

control.AurangzebwasthechampionoftheSunniMuslimsandinorderthathemight

conform toorthodoxpreceptsoftheQuran,heissuedseveralregulations.Formerly

Kalimausedtobeembossedonthecoins.ThispracticewasabandonedbyAurangzeb

asitwasun-Islamic.

Healsogaveup,thepracticeofobservingthePersianNew Year’sdayCultivationof

Bhangintheempirewasprohibited,gambling,drinkingandprostitutionwerealso

strictlyprohibitedandcensorsofpublicmoralswereappointedtoseetoitthatorders

werestrictlyobeyed.

EveryMuslim wasrequiredtosayprayersfivetimesadayandkeepRamadanFast.

Heresyandblasphemywerestrictlypunished.ManyShiahswerebeheadedforabusing

thefirstthreeCaliphsi.e.Khalifas.TheIsmailiaandBohracommunitiesofGujarathad

tosufferbloodypersecutionatthehandsofAurangzeb

ExpansionofTerritories:

ImperialexpansionunderAurangzebranapaceandifthelossofQandaharandCentral

AsiaunderShahJahanisnottakenintoaccounttheextentoftheempireremained

intactunderAurangzebatthetimeoftheaccessionDaudKhan,GovernorofBihar

conqueredPalamauin1661anditwasfortunateforAurangzebthathisenterprising

officersaddedtotheempireoftheirmaster.



Assam Campaign:

OntheeasternfrontieroftheEmpiretheAhoms,aMongoloiddynastythatruledover

Assam andCooch-BeharseizedtheMughaldistrictofKamrupthatlaybetweentheir

territories.MirJumla,thegovernorofBengalwasdirectedtoadvanceagainstthe

Ahomstochecktheiraggression.

TheMughalshadalreadytofighttheAhomswhentheyraidedtheeasternfrontierofthe

EmpireunderShahJahanandapeacewasarrivedatbetweenthetwoin1639.Butthe

warofsuccessiongavetheAhomstheopportunitytooccupyGuwahatiin1658,seize

140horses,40piecesofcannon,200matchlocksandmuchbooty.

MirJumlamarchedattheheadof12,000cavalryand30,000infantry,alargeflotillaand

sufficientartilleryfrom Daccain1661topunishtheaggressors.MirJumlarapidlyover-

ranCooch-BeharinDecember1661andpursuedtheAhom RajauptheBrahmaputra

valley.Fortafterfortfelltohim andAssam wasalsocaptured.

MirJumlaenteredGarhgaon,thecapitaloftheAhom RajainMarch1662.TheRajaleft

thecapitaldefenselessatthemercyoftheinvaderandMirJumlacollectedimmense

booty.ButwiththeonsetoftherainsNaturefoughtfortheAhoms.MirJumla’stroops

sufferedheavilyfrom theinclimenciesoftheclimateandfellsick—bothforwantof

provisionsandmedicinesthearmyofMirJumlawasinahopelessstateofdisorderand

confusion.

TheAhomswhohadavoidedopenconflictwiththeMughalsnowfelluponthem.The

Mughalgovernordespitethefamineandpestilenceinhiscampheldhisowntillthe

rainswereover,and then resumed offensivein fullscale.TheAhomswerenow

compelledtosueforpeace.

Thus“judgedasamilitaryexploit,MirJumla’sinvasionofAssam wasasuccess”(J.N.

Sarkar).Jayadhvaj,kingofAssam agreedtopayanannualtributetotheMughalsand

payahugeindemnity,apartofwhichwaspaidimmediatelyandthebalancewastobe

paidintwelveequalmonthlyinstallments.

Itmust,however,benotedthatcomparedtothelosssustained,particularlydeathofMir

Jumla(April,10,1663)himselfonhiswaytoDaccaduetoillnesscausedduringthe

Assam Campaignandlossofmenandmoney,thegainwastooinsignificantandofno

permanentadvantagetotheempire.

MirJumlawassucceededbyShayistaKhan,sonofAsafKhanandmaternaluncleof

Aurangzeb,asgovernorofBengal.ThePortugueseatthattimemadethemselvesa



veritablemenaceinBengalfortheycarriedonpiracyincoastalBengalinthenameof

tradeandevencarriedoffpeopleandsoldthem asslaves.

ShayistaKhanraisedaflotillaor300vesselsandcapturedtheislandofSandvipaswell

asChittagong.SandvipwasthestrongholdofthePortuguesepirates.ShayistaKhan

releasedthousandsofslaves.ChittagongbelongedtothekingofArakan,whowasan

allyofthePortuguese.ShayistaKhanplacedacommandantinchargeofChittagongto

dealwithevilofthePortuguesepiracy,butitcouldnotcompletelyeradicate.

North-WestFrontierWar:

AurangzebwasachampionofMuslim orthodoxy,buthehadtofaceequallyorthodox

Muslim Afghantribesinthenorth-westfrontierofhisempirewhohadalwaysbeena

menacetothenorth-westernbordersoftheempire.TheAfghantribeswerehardy

peoplewholivedbyhighwayrobberyandblackmailingtherichcitiesofthenorth-

westernPunjab.

TheMughalemperorsfounditdifficulttoconquerortamethetribesmenandresorted

tothesystem ofbribingthem.Butthesetribeseuphemisticallycalledpoliticalpensions

werenotalwayseffectiveinsecuringobedience.In1667aleaderoftheYusufzaiclan

roseinarmsandalargenumberofthem crossedtheIndusandraidedtheMughal

districtofHazara.

AsectionoftheYusufzaisplunderedAttockandPeshawarandattemptedtoholdthe

ferryandHaruntopreventtheMughalarmytocrossintothetribalareas.Theywere,

however,defeatedbytheMughalcommandantKamilKhanofAttock(April,1667).

ShamsherKhananotherMughalcommandercrossedintothetribalareaanddefeated

the Yusufzaistribals.Aurangzeb also sentMuhammad Amin Khan to punish the

Yusufzaiswithinafewmonths.

In1672anotherrevoltinthefrontierregiontookplaceundertheAfridichiefAkmalKhan

whodeclaredhimselfindependent,assumedthecrownofkinghimselfanddeclareda

holywaragainsttheMughalscallinguponallthePathanstojoinhim.InMay,1672,they

inflictedacrushingdefeatontheMughalsunderMuhammadAminKhanatAhMasjid.

AminKhanmadegoodhisescapeleavinghiscampandpropertyincludinghiswomen

whowereturnedintoslavesbytheirPathancaptors.Thisvictoryenhancedthepower

andprestigeofAkmalKhanandrecruitsbegantoflockintohisarmy.Thesuccessalso

firedtheambitionofthetribesmenwhowerejoinedbyKhushalKhanoftheKhattak

clanandtherisingspreadthroughouttheentirefrontierregion.



ThewholeofthePtathanlandfrom AttocktoQuandahalrroseinarms.Aurangzeb

appointedMahabatKhanasthegovernorofAfghanistanwiththespecificinstructionto

putdowntherebellion.Thenew governorarrivedatasecretunderstandingwiththe

rebelsandtherewasnoimprovementinthesituation.

AurangzebwasverymuchdispleasedandsentShujaatKhansupportedbyJaswant

Singhtodealwithrebellioustribesmen.ShujaatKhanwasdefeatedbythePathansin

February,1674andhehimselfwaskilledwithalargenumberofhissoldiers.The

remnantofhisarmywasrescuedbytheRathercontingentofJaswantSingh.

The situation atthe frontierwas fastgoing outofcontrol.Aurangzeb therefore

personallyproceededtoHasanAbdal,(1674)aplacenearPeshawarandbyboth

diplomacy,bribinganduseofforceachievedmuchsuccess.Hesucceededinbringing

manyAfghantribestosubmissionbygrantofpensions,jagirsandpresentsasalso

offices,whilemorerecalcitrantsweresubduedbyuseofforce.

ByDecember1675,thefrontierbecamealmostquietandAurangzebleftforDelhi.Amin

Khan,thegovernorofAfghanistanwasacapablemanwhobyhistact,diplomacyand

friendlybehaviourtowardstheAfghan tribalssucceeded in furtherquietening the

frontierduringtheterm ofhisofficefrom 1677to1698theyearofhisdeath.His

successwastoaverylargeextentduetothewiseadviceandablesupportofhiswife

Sahibji,daughterofAliMardanKhan.

AminKhanwhilepaidsubsidiestothetribalchiefssoweddissensionsamongthem and

graduallybrokeuptheAfghanTribalconfederacyorganisedbyAkmalKhan.Onthe

latter’sdeaththeAfridissubmittedandmadepeacewiththeMughals.KhushalKhan,

theKhattakhero,however,carriedonhostilitiesforafew yearsmoretillhisownson

betrayedhim andwentovertotheMughals.

KhushalKhanwascapturedandimprisoned.Thefrontierwarcametoanend.Thewar

againsttheAfghantribal’sprovedtobeaverycostlyaffairandasSirJ.N.Sarkarputsit;

theirindirecteffectswereprejudicialtotheinterestsoftheempire,foritwasruinousto

imperialfinancesandevenmoreharmfulinitspoliticaleffects.

Itmade employmentofthe Afghans in the ensuing hostilities with the Rajput’s

impossible,althoughAfghanswerethefittestsoldierstofightinthebarrencountryof

Rajputana.ItalsorelievedpressureonShivajibydirectingtheMughaltroopsfrom the

southtoserviceinthenorth-west.TheadvantagewastakenbyShivajiwhotook

possessionofKarnatakaandRaigarh.



“TheMarathachieftookadvantageofthisdivisionofhisenemy’sstrengthtosweepina

dazzlingsuccessionoftriumphsthroughGolcondatotheKarnatakaandbackagain

throughMysoreandBijapurtoRaigarhduringthefifteenmonthsfollowingDecember

1675.Itwastheclimaxofhiscareer;buttheAfridisandtheKhattaksmadehis

unbrokensuccesspossible.”

AurangzebandtheDeccan:

Aurangzeb’sattentionduringthefirsthalfofhisreignwasengrossedintheaffairsof

thenorth.AffairsoftheDeccanwereleftinthehandsofthegovernorswhohadnot

muchdifficultyindealing withtheBijapurand Golcondasultanatesastheywere

decadent.Theyhadnotbeenabletorecoverfrom theblowstheyreceivedfrom the

imperialtroopsandtheirweaknesswastakenadvantageofbytherisingMarathas

whoseappearanceintheDeccancomplicatedthepoliticalsituationinthesouthand

posedagreatchallengetotheMughalpower.

ForthefirsttwentyyearsofAurangzeb’sreignhisgovernorsintheDeccancouldnot

achieveanysuccessagainstthesultanatesoragainsttherisingMarathas,norcould

theEmperorhimselfrealisethefullsignificanceoftheriseoftheMarathasatfirst.

AbdullaQutbShah,sultanofGolcondawasasindolentaspleasure-loving.Hespent

mostofhistimeinthecompanyofwomenleavingtheaffairsofthestateinthehands

ofhisfavoriteofficers.AbdulHasanwhosucceededhim wasnobetter.Healsoleftthe

administrationofthestatetohistwoBrahminministers,MadannaandMakkanna.He

enteredintoadefensivealliancewithShivajipromisinghim anannualsubsidyoffive

lakhsofrupees.BijapurwasmoredefiantthanGolcondaandimperialtroopshadtobe

sentagainstitseveraltimes.Aurangzeb,assoonasheemergedsuccessfulinthewar

ofsuccessionturnedhisattentiontowardstheDeccan.

AurangzebsentJaiSinghofJaipur(1665)tochastiseBijapurforviolatingthetermsof

1657.JaiSinghwasalsoinstructedtosubdueShivaji.JaiSinghfirstdealtwithShivaji

andcompelledhim tosurrenderthefortofPurandarandforcedShivajitoacceptthe

treatyofPurandarinJune,1665bywhichhehadtogiveuptwenty-threefortsand

extensivelands,andtobecomeaMughalvassal,andpromisedacontingentof5,000

horses.

JaiSinghpersuadedShivajitogotoAgrawherehewasreceivedbyAurangzeb,but



refusedtobetreatedasamansabdarof5,000horses;Shivajirefusedtocomplywith

theetiquetteoftheimperialcourtanddemandedrespectduetoasovereignprince.

Shivaji,consequentlywaskeptundersurveillancefrom whichhemanagedtoescape

withhisson,withtheconnivanceofRam Singh,asonofJaiSingh,returnedtohis

countryaftermanyadventures,inDecember,1666,afteranabsenceofninemonths.

NextyearJaiSinghdied(1667)intheDeccanhavingbeenpoisonedbyhissonKirat

Singh.AurangzebwasgladthatJaiSinghwasdead,forhefelthehadnow greater

libertyinpursuinghispolicyofpersecution.“Heavailedhimselfofthelibertysogained

bydestroyingthelargetempleatMathura.”

RajaJaswantSinghofMarwar(Jodhpur)now tookoverJaiSingh’spositioninthe

Deccan wherehehad served before.Buthispreviousexperienceand assistance

receivedfrom PrinceMuazzam didnothelphim tomakeanyimprovementinthe

situationfortheimperialists.BothJaswantSinghandPrinceMuazzam acceptedlarge

sumsofmoneyfrom Shivajiandrefrainedfrom takingeffectivestepsagainsthim.

OnthecontrarytheypersuadedAurangzebtoconferonShivajithetitleofRaja(1667),

NexttwoyearsweredevotedbyShivajiinorganisinghisinternalgovernmentandin

1670resumedactivehostilitiesagainsttheMughalsandChauthwasrealisedfrom

certainpartsofKhandesh.

Smithsaysthat“wemaydatethefirstimpositionofMarathaonaprovinceimmediately

subjecttotheMughals.”Thiswasindeedaconclusiveproofofthefeeblenessof

Aurangzeb’sgovernmentevenearlyinhisreign.InOctober,1670Shivajipillagedthecity

ofSuratalthoughwasnotabletodamagetheEuropeanfactories.Healsoconquered

RamnagarandJawhar.

AtRaigarh,ShivajicelebratedhisformalcoronationasanindependentChatrapation

June16,1674.HethenconqueredKarnatakaandapartofMysore,helpedSidiMasud,

regentofBijapuragainsttheMughals(1678).SoonafterhefellillanddiedonApril14,

1680.

DeathofShivajididnotmeananyimprovementintheimperialpositionintheDeccan.

PrinceAkbarfledandtookshelterwithShambhujiandanalliancebetween“disturberof

India”(Akbar)andthe“infernalsonofaninfernalfather”(Shambhuji)asAurangzeb

termedthesetwo,calledforachangeinAurangzeb’sDeccanpolicy.

Henow personallymarchedtoward,theDeccanleavingAjmer(1681)afterhaving

patched up a peacewith Mewar.Hereached Burhampurin November1681 and

Ahmadnagarearlyin1682.“Hismindmusthavebeenfullofhighhopes,andhecould



notforeseethatdestinywasdragginghim tothesouthtodigthegravesofhimselfand

hisempire.”From 1682to1685werespentinvainpursuitofPrinceAkbarandalthough

afew oftheMarathafortshadbeenconqueredbytheimperialforcesthesturdy

Marathascouldnotbesuppressed.

Aurangzeb’spolicytowardstheDeccansultanateswasguidedbybothimperialist

interestandreligiousconsideration.SiegeofBijapurwhichhadbeenindecadencedue

tointernaldissensionsbeganin1685andAurangzebarrivedthereinpersonin1686.

Thegarrisonheldoutgallantlyanditwasnotuntillackofprovisions,andhugetolltaken

bypestilenceandfamineofcountlessmenandhorsesthatitsurrenderedtothe

MughalsandtheAdilShahidynastycametoanend.

AurangzebenteredthecityofBijapurintriumphandperpetratedtheactofvandalism

bydestroyingallthefinepaintingsandfrescoesofSikandarShah’spalace.Bijapurnot

onlylostitsindependencebutwasleftadesolateandplunderedcity.“Afewyearslater

BhimsennoticedhowthecityanditsequallylargesuburbNauraspurlookeddeserted

andruined,thepopulationwasscattered,andeventhewater-supplyinthecity-wellshad

suddenlygrownscanty.”

Next,AurangzebturnedhisattentiontotheQutbShahikingdom ofGolcondawhichhad

enjoyedimmunityfrom MughalattacksforthepastthirtyyearsduringwhichtheSultan

paid thetributesregularly.Predominance ofHindu influenceatGolconda and its

alliancewithShambhujiwereparticularlyoffensivetoAurangzeb.

The immediate cause ofhostility between Golconda and the Mughals was the

interceptionofaletterofAbdulHasantohisagentintheMughalcampinwhichhe

calledAurangzeb“ameanmindedcowardforattackingahelplessyoungorphanlike

SikandarAdilShah”andmentionedthathewouldrendermilitarysupporttoBijapur.

ThisletterinfuriatedAurangzebwhoatoncedispatchedPrinceShahAlam toinvade

Hyderabad(July,1685).ThePrincewasheldupatMalkhedbyaGolcondaarmyand

attainednosuccess.Soonafter,MirMuhammadIbrahim,thecommander-in-chiefof

GolcondaarmywasbribedtojointheMughals.

TheSultanAbulHasanthusbetrayed,fledfrom theGolcondafort,Hyderabadwas

capturedbyShahAlam.AbulHasanhadtosumbitandwaspardonedonconditionof

surrenderingMalkhedandSeram,todismisshisHinduministersMadannaandAkkanna

andtopayanindemnityofonecroretwentylakhsofrupees.ButindependentGolconda

wasbyitselfanoffenceinAurangzeb’sschemeofthings.He,therefore,resumed

operationagainstAbulHasanafterconquestofBijapurandhimselfappearedbefore

Golcondaearlyin1687.Thefortwasbesiegedbutitheldoutvaliantlyforabouteight



months.

PrinceShahAlam inthemeantimeacceptedpresentsfrom theSultanAbulHasanand

was aboutto gethim pardoned.Aurangzeb gotinformation aboutthe secret

negotiationsbetweenAbulHasanandthePrinceandputthelatterwithhisfamilyunder

arrestandconfiscatedhisproperty.Aurangzebnowpressedthesiegebutduetorains

andlackofprovisionstheMughalarmycouldnotmakemuchimpression.

OnthecontrarythechiefoftheMughalartilleryChairatKhanandsomeotherhigh

military officers ofthe Mughals were taken prisoners by the Golconda troops.

Aurangzeborderedthreeminestobedugunderthebastionsofthefortbutwhen

ignitedtheseweremisdirectedandkilled1,100Mughaltroops.

Now,AurangzebfollowingtheexampleofAkbaratAsirgarhhadresorttobriberyand

throughthetreacheryofoneAbdullahPanianAfghansoldieroffortuneemployedinthe

serviceofAbulHasangotthemaingateofthefortthrownopentotheMughals.The

onlyGolcondaofficerwhospurnedAurangzeb’stemptingofferofmoneyandfought

valiantlyindefenceofthefortwasAbur.

RazzaqLaritillhefelldownafterreceivingasmanyasseventywoundsonhisperson.

HewasnursedtorecoverybytheMughalsandgivenahighrankintheimperialservice.

AbulHasanwassenttoDaulatabadfortresswithapensionofRs.50,000ayearand

GolcondawasannexedtotheMughalEmpire(1687).

WehaveseenthatAurangzeb’searlierattempttoconquerthetwoDeccanSultanates

was prevented bythe intervention ofDara Shukoh and Jahanara.ButAurangzeb

imperialisticpolicyandreligiousbigotrywouldnottolerateindependentSultanatesof

theDeccan.AccordingtoDr.Smith,Elphinstoneandothers,theannihilationofthe

SouthernSultanateswasanimpoliticsteponthepartofAurangzeb.

ExtinctionoftheseSultanates,“freedtheMarathachieffrom anyfearoflocalrivalry”

whichcouldhavebeenusedbytheMughalEmperortohisadvantageagainstthe

Marathas.ButhistorianshavedoubtedifthedecadentDeccanSultanateswouldbeina

positiontochecktheriseofMarathas.

SirJ.N.Sarkarobservesthat“sinceAkbarhadcrossedtheVindhyas,theDeccan

Sultanatescouldneverforgetthatthesleeplessaim oftheMughalEmperorswasthe

finalextinctionandannexationofalltheirterritories.”Itis,therefore,idletospeculate

thatiftheDeccanSultanateswereallowedtoexisttheywouldserveasgoodopposition

totheriseoftheMarathas.



IntheextinctionoftheDeccanSultanatesAurangzeb’spolicyofimperialisticexpansion

towardsthesouthandsubduingtheShiahswassuccessful.Hisotherpolicyremained

yettobefulfilled,namelythesubjugationoftheMarathas.Hisattemptatsuppression

oftherenascentMarathapowermetwithinitialsuccessandin1689(March11)

ShambhujiwasexecutedatRaigarh,theMarathacapitalwhichwascapturedbythe

Mughals.

Rajaram,brotherofShambhujimanagedtoescape,butShambhuji’sson,Shahuandthe

restofhisfamilyweretakencaptivesbyAurangzeb.Next,theimperialauthoritywas

extendedfurthersouthandtheHindustatesofTanjoreandTrichinopolyweremadeto

agreetopaytributestotheEmperor.

By1690Aurangzeb’sempirecomprisedwholeofIndiafrom KabultoChittagongand

from KashmirtoKaveri.Insofarastheexpansionwasconcerned,Aurangzebwasatthe

ZenithoftheEmpire.“AllseemedtohavebeengainedbyAurangzebnow,butinreality

allwaslost.Itwasthebeginningofhisend.Thesaddestandmosthopelesschapterof

hislifewasnowopened.”

Thevastnessoftheempireprecludeditsbeingruledfrom onecommoncentreandby

oneman.Recalcitrantforcesraisedtheirheadseverywherethroughouttheempire.

Lawlessness,rebellions,disorderandconfusionreignedinmanyplaceswhichthe

corruptofficialsofthestatecouldnotcontrol.Thechiefs,theZamindersdefiedlocal

authorities;the province ofAgra especially became the scene ofdisorderand

disobedience.

Learningdecayed,treasurywasexhaustedduetotheprolongedDeccanwar,Emperor’s

absencefrom capitalintheDeccanforlongyearsthroughthewholeofnorthernIndiain

disorder.Thearmyinarrearofpayforlongmutinied.MurshidQulithediwanofBengal

senttherevenueofBengaltothecentrewhichwastheonlysourceofincome.Itthe

“SpanishUlcer”hadruinedNapoleonBonaparteI,itwasthe“DeccanUlcer”thatruined

Aurangzeb.The Marathas recovered theirlosses by1691 and began a national

resistance.

AurangzebandRajputs,Marathas

Aurangzebinhislackofstatesmanshipandtoomuchregardforreligiousbigotryfailed

torealisethevalueoftheallianceoftheRajput’swhohadpreviouslycontributedtothe

expansionandstrengthoftheEmpire.Heintroducedaradicalchangeinthepolicyof

thestatetowardsthem.

SolongasJaiSinghofAmberandJaswantSinghofMarwarwerealiveAurangzebwas



notfeelingcompletelyfreetoputhisreligiouspolicy’intoeffect.DeathofJaiSinghin

theDeccanin1667wasamatterofpublicrejoicingstoAurangzeb.Thisremoveda

powerfulleaderofRajputoppositiontoAurangzeb’spolicy.

Aurangzebsuspected,JaswantSinghofmarwarformerlyapartisanofDaraShukoh,

mightstandforthastheleaderoftheRajputopposition.Thisapart,Aurangzebhadin

hismindtheconquestofMarwarverymuchnecessaryfortheempire,asitoccupieda

strategicallyimportantpositionbothfrom themilitaryandcommercialpointsofview.

SoonanopportunitytogiveeffecttohisdesignsagainstMarwararose.

RajaJaswantSinghdiedin1678atJamrudwhileservingasthecommanderofthe

MughalpostsintheKhyberpassandthePeshawardistrict.Immediatelyonthedeathof

JaswantSinghAurangzebbroughtMarwarunderMughalruleandappointedhisown

officersasFaujdar,Qiladar,KotwalandAmin.OnthesamedayheimposedJizyaonthe

Hindus.

TheRathorsshockedandthrownintoconfusionatthesuddendeathoftheirRajafailed

torallyanationalresistanceandagrand-nephewofJaswantSingh—IndraSinghRathor,

thechiefofNagorgothimselfrecognisedastheRanaofJodhpuronpaymentofthirty

sixlakhsofrupeesassuccessionfee.Hewasonlyaphantom ruler,surroundedby

Mughalofficers.Aurangzeb’sdesignsonMarwarthusseemedtohavecrownedwith

success.

Aurangzeb’shopesofquietruleoverMarwarwasbeliedsoon,foreveryRajputfamily

now becamedeterminedtoundowhatAurangzebhaddonetoMarwar.InFebruary

1679twoposthumoussonsofJaswantwereborntotwoRanis,atLahore.Oneofthe

twodiedtheother,AjitSinghsurvived.TheloyalfollowersofJaswantSinghtookthe

childtoDelhiandappealedtoAurangzebtorecognisehim asthesuccessorofJaswant

Singh.

TheEmperorofferedtobringupthechildinhisharem.Itisalsosaidthatthethroneof

JodhpurwasofferedtoAjitSinghprovidedhewouldacceptIslam.Thiswoundedthe

religioussusceptibilitiesoftheRajputswhopreferredtolaytheirlivesdownratherthan

toallow thechildofJaswantSinghembraceIslam.AtthiscriticalhouroftheRathor

nationallifeDurgadastheson ofJaswantSingh’sMinisterAskaran,tookup the

leadershipoftheRathorsandanewchapterintheMughal-Rajputhostilitiesbegan.

DurgadasrescuedtheRanisandchildAjitSinghandwhenanimperialforcewassentto

seizetheRanisandthechild,abandofRajputsdefyingdeathfellupontheMughal

troopsandintheprevailingconfusionrodeawaywiththeRanisdisguisedinmaleattire

andreachedMarwar.BaffledinhisdesignsAurangzebsubstitutedamilkman’ssonin



placeofAjitandproclaimedthatDurgadas’protegewasanimposter.

InMarwarthePeopleroseinrebellionagainsttheMughaloppressors.Aurangzebsent

PrinceAkbartore-conquerMarwar,whoafterprolongedwarfarecapturedthecountry,

plunderedthetowns,destroyedthetemples.TheRathorsfledtotakeshelterinthehills

anddeserts.

Aurangzeb’snexttargetwasMewar.HeorderedMaharanaRajSinghtopayJizyafor

hisentirestate.RajSinghdidnotmisstherealintentionofAurangzebwhichwas

nothinglesstoextirpatetheRajputstates,andheatoncedecidedtojoinhandswith

DurgadasinthecauseofAjitSinghofMarwar.

WithRathor-SisodiaalliancetheRajputwarassumedthecharacterofanationalrising

indefenceofliberty.AurangzebforestalledMaharana’sdesignsbysending7000ofhis

chosentroopsunderHasanAliKhantoinvadeMewar.RajSinghfledhiscapitalUdaipur

andtookshelterinthehillswithallhissubjects,consideringitunwisetofacethe

superiorstrengthoftheMughals.

TheMughaltroopseasilyoccupiedChitorandUdaipur.TheEmperor,now sureof

success,placedPrinceAkbarinchargeofChitorandleftforAjmer.NowtheMughals

hadtheirdisillusionment.TheRajput’sfellupontheMughalsasguerillatroopsanddid

havoctotheMughaloutposts.

Thecommand ofMughaloutpostsfellvacantasofficerafterofficerdeclined to

undertakethe-responsibilityononeortheotherpretext.Inearly1680theRajputs

surprisedtheMughalarmyunderPrinceAkbarandcarriedofftheirprovisions,reducing

theMughalarmytostarvation.AurangzebgotinfuriatedatPrinceAkbarandhanded

overthecommandofChitortoPrinceAzam andorderedAkbartogotoMarwar.

PrinceAkbartookitasaninsultthoughtofenteringintoanalliancewiththeRajputs

whoseworthhehadsufficientlyrealisedduringhiswarwiththem.TheRajputchiefs

alsopointedouttohim howthefaultypolicyofhisfatherwasdestroyingthestabilityof

theEmpireandhopingto“placeatrulynationalkingonthethroneofDelhi,they

promisedtobackhim withthearmedstrengthofthetwogreatestRajputclans,the

SisodiasandtheRathors.”

With70,000strongarmywhichincludedthebestbloodofRajputana,Akbararrivednear

Rajputanain1681(Jan.15).Aurangzeb’sarmywasatthattimeseparatedintwo

divisionsoneinChitorandtheotheratRajsamudraLake.Akbarinsteadoftaking

advantageofthiscriticalsituationofAurangzeb’sarmydeploymentwastedhistime

beforeattackingtheimperialforce.Aurangzebresortedtoastratagem andwrotea



lettertohisrebellioussoncontrivingitsoastofallintothehandoftheRajputs.

ThepurposeoftheletterledtheRajputsdesertPrinceAkbar,suspectingtreachery.The

RajputssoonafterdiscoveredthefraudandtheRathorheroDurgadaschivalrously

savedthePrincefrom hisfather’swrathandescortedhim throughKhandeshand

Baglanato thecourtoftheMarathaKingShambhuji.ButShambhujianunworthy

successorofShivajicouldlittleaffordtohelpthePrinceinrealisinghisdream ofan

EmpirebasedonHindu-Muslim unityandreconciliation.AfterafewyearsAkbarleftfor

Persiawherehisdeathoccurredin1704.

PrinceAkbar’srebellionandthesupportthatwasrenderedinitiallybytheRajputstohis

cause,atleasthadoneadvantage.TemporarysuccessoftheMughalswaslargelyset

offbythelosssustainedbythem duetotheguerillaactionoftheRajputs.Sufferingsof

theMughalshadbeenconsiderableandAurangzebthoughtitwouldbewisetoenter

intoatreatywithJaySingh,sonandsuccessorofRajSinghin1681bywhichthe

Mughalswithdrewfrom MewarandJaySinghcededafewdistrictsinlienofJizya.

MarwarcontinuedtofighttheMughalsthirtyyearsmore.UnderDurgadasleadership

the Rathorsceaselesslyharassed the Mughalsand the Mughalofficersofsome

outpostswerecompelledtopayChauthtotheirunrelentingfoetosavethemselves

from theiraggression.ThewarwentonunabatedtillAurangzeb’sdeathin1707andit

washissonandsuccessorBahadurShahIthatrecognisedAjitSinghastheRanaof

Marwarin1709.

Like theDeccan policy,the RajputpolicyofAurangzeb also produced disastrous

consequencesfortheMughalEmpire.Lossoflife,lossofmoneyintheRajputana

desertdidnotbringanylastingbenefittotheEmpire.Theimperialprestigewaslostand

addedtothiswasthehugemateriallosstotheempire.“Itwasanactofpoliticalun-

wisdom onthepartofAurangzebtoprovoketheRajputhostilityandthusforfeitthe

devotedserviceofgallantchiefsandsoldiers,solongfriendsoftheempire……”

ReligiousPolicyofAurangzeb:

AttheveryoutsetithastobeclearlyunderstoodthatreligionwithAurangzebwasno

pretenseandhisreligiouspolicywasnotinfluencedbyanyconsiderationofworldly

gains.HewasadevoutSunniMuslim andachampionofSunniorthodoxywhich

promptedhim tostrictlyenforcetheQuraniclawsaccordingtowhich,tohismind,every

piusMuslim mustcarryonJihadi.e.holywaragainstdar-ul-harbi.e.thelandsofthe

non-Muslimstilltheywereturnedintodar-ul-Islam i.e.realm ofIslam.



Aurangzeb’s narrow bigotry made him taciturn and extremely puritanic in his

temperamentandtookstepstotranslatehisownideasofmoroseseriousnessoflife

conforming to punctilious orthodoxy.He issued severalordinances to make the

Muslims conform to the orthodoxrules ofconductprescribed bythe Quran.He

prohibitedthepracticeofinscribingtheKalimaonthecoins.ObservanceofthePersian

NewYear’sDay(Nauroj)wasdiscontinuedas,tohismind,itwasun-Islamic.

HeappointedMuhtasibsorcensorsofPublicmoralsineveryimportanttownandcityto

enforceQuraniclawandtoseetoitthatdrinking,gamblingandprostitutionetc.were

effectivelyputdown.MuhtasibswerealsotoseethattheMuslimssaidtheirfivedaily

prayersandkeptRamadanorRamzan.Theywereempoweredtopunishthosewho

wereguiltyofheresyorblasphemy.

Aurangzebprohibitedcultivationofbhangthroughouttheempire.Hesimplifiedthe

customarycelebrationsonhisbirthdayandthedayofhiscoronation.Intheeleventh

yearofhisreignAurangzebdiscontinuedthepracticeofappearingbeforethepeople

from thebalconyofthepalaceeverymorningtoreceivetheirsalutation.Healso

prohibitedmusicinthecourtanddismissedtheoldmusiciansandsingers.Butsecret

practiceofmusicwentondespitetheimperialprohibitionanditwasonlyintheimperial

courtandinprominenttownsthattheorderforbiddingmusiccouldbeputintoeffect.

Aurangzeb’spuritanism ledhim todiscardthepracticeofweighinghim ingoldand

silveronbirthdaysandtodismisstheastrologersofthecourt.

AurangzebdidnothesitatetopunishtheSufisbecauseoftheirliberalreligiousviews

borderingonpantheism.SarmadwhowasacloseassociateofDarawasputtodeath

byAurangzebonchargeofapostasy.ManyconvertstoIslam whoweresuspectedof

havingrevertedtotheiroriginalfaithwerekilledunderordersofAurangzeb.Likewise

manyShiahswerebeheadedastheydenouncedthefirstthreeCaliphs.Aurangzeb

ruthlesslypersecutedtheIsmailiaandBohrasectsofGujarat.

Aurangzebdidnotstopbyissuingreligiousordersandordinancesforothers,infact,he

practiced“whatheprofessedandsoughttoenforceonothers.Hewasabovethe

contemporaryvicesandkepthimselfcleanofallthathadaremotetouchofirreligiocity

orimmorality.To thedevoutMuslimshewasa“dervishborninpurple”,hewas

veneratedasalivingsaint,aZindaPir.

From theofficialguidebookofthereignofAurangzeb,wecometoknow thathe-

prohibited the practice ofSuttee (1633),butfrom the accountsofthe European

travellersofthetimewelearnthatthisprohibitiveorderwasseldom obeyed.

In 1679 Aurangzeb issued farman reimposing Jizya on the non-Muslims.The



inaugurationofanew religiouspolicywithregardtoimportantsectionsofthepeople

madeadeepadversereactiononthemindsofthepeopleaffectedbyhisregulations

andordinances.

WithoutdenyingtheEmperorthecreditofbeingaconscientiousandsincereexponent

ofthefaithheprofessed,itmustbementionedthathisoverzealousnessmadehim

obliviousofthecompositecharacterofthepeopleoverwhom destinyhadplacedhim

torule,notahomogenouspeoplebutapopulationthatincludeddiversereligious

traditionsand idealsthatneeded tact,understanding,friendlinessand equalityof

treatmenttobewonover.ButAurangzebmadethecolossalmistakeofidentifyinghis

personalreligionwiththestateofwhichhewastheheadandthathadtheruinous

effectofgeneratingafeelingofdiscontentamongdifferentsectionsofthepeople

whichevenduringhislifetimedistractedhisenergiesandwasthemajorcauseofthe

declineandfalloftheEmpirewhichBaburandAkbarhadbuiltup.

Aurangzeb’sAdministration:

Aurangzeb’sadministrationwasacentralisedpersonaldespotism whereeveryminister

tookordersfrom theEmperorintowhosehandsallauthoritywasconcentrated.Inhis

despoticcontrolovertheadministrationhecouldonlybecomparedwithEuropean

contemporaryLouisXIV,kingofFrance.

Aurangzebwas,likeLouisXIVofFrance,washisownprimeministerandwouldnever

sharecounselwithanyofhisministersorofficers.Thepolicyofthegovernmentand

theprinciplesadministrationwerealldeterminedbyhim personally.Hewasextremely

industriousandlookedintotheminutestdetailsofadministration.Hepersonallywent

throughthepetitionssubmittedtohim andeitherdictatedordersorhimselfwrotethem.

TherewasanelementofsuspicioninAurangzeb’sexcludingallhisministersand

officersininitiatingorformulatingplansorpoliciesofthegovernment.Hecouldnot

reconcile himselfto the presence ofrivalauthority within the state orin the

administrationandwasevensuspiciousofsuperiorintellect.

Aurangzebtookpunctiliouscaretoseethatrulesofetiquetteandroyalprerogatives

wereobservedandnottransgressedbyanybody.ForinstancePrinceMuazzam was

takentotaskforsayingprayersbyputtingupcanvasscreenwhichwasonlythe

imperialprerogative.LikewisewhenhewasinformedthatIbrahim Khangovernorof

BengalheldhiscourtbysittingonacouchwhiletheQazi,diwanetc.weresittingonthe

farashi.e.floor,Aurangzebcausedasarcasticlettertobewrittentothegovernorthatif



hisillnessprecludedhissittingonthefloorwithothershewouldbettersoongethim

medicallytreated.

Thesystem ofadministrationunderAurangzebremainedsubstantiallythesameasin

thedaysofAkbarorhisimmediatepredecessors.Buttoomuchconcentrationofpower

in the hands ofthe emperorresulted in greatadministrative degeneration and

helplessness.Aurangzebcanalizedhispolitical,administrative,economicinoneword,

everyefforttoconvertIndiaintoaMuslim state.Theresultwasthatheeffectedagreat

changeinthemanner,principleandthespiritinwhichhispredecessorshadworkedthe

instrumentofthegovernment.

InthelatteryearsofAurangzeb’sreignthetotalnumberofsubahsoftheMughal

empirenumberedtwentyone.UnderAkbarthenumberwasfifteen.From thereignof

Aurangzebmustbedatedthewideextensionoffarmingofrevenues,aninordinate

increaseintherevenuedemandwhichcompelledthepeasantstofleetheirlandor

resorttopassiveresistance.

Accordingto’SirJadunathSarkartherevenueoftheempireunderAurangzebamounted

to33croresand85lakhsofrupees.Besideslandrevenueotherprincipalsourcesof

revenuewereZakatortithepayablebytheMuslims,Jizyaorapolltaxpayablebyall

Hindus,asalttax,customsduties,incomefrom themintandspoilsofwar.

Aurangzeb,immediatelyonassumptionoftheimperialthronehadabolishedcertain

taxesandcesseswhichwererealisedabovethelegallypayabletaxes.Aurangzeb

allowedthesystem ofrevenueassessmentandrevenuecollectionintroducedbyRaja

TodarMaiunderAkbar,tofallintodisuseandintroducedthesystem ofrevenuefarming

thatis allowing contractors,thatis,the middleman,to realise revenue from the

peasants,insteadofentrustingthestateofficerstodosounderthesupervisionofthe

stategovernment.

Therevenuefarmerswouldberequiredtopayastipulatedamounttotheimperial

treasuryandthebalanceaftermeetingtheexpensesofcollectionwouldbeenjoyedby

them.Foreigntradedidnotconstituteanimportantsourceofrevenuetothestateunder

Aurangzeb.Agricultureandmanufactureofcottonpiecegoodsandclothwerethe

occupationsofmostofthepeopleandtheitemsofexportweremainlyindigoand

cottongoods.

Importsweremainlyhorsesfrom Persia,spicesfrom theDutchIndia,wine,glassware

andcuriositiesfrom Europeancountries,superiorkingoftobaccofrom Americaand

slavesfrom Abyssinia.Consideredbythetotalamountofcustomsdutiescollected

duringAurangzeb’sreigninayear,ofonly30lakhsofrupees,itiseasytorealisethat



thevolumeofforeigntradewassmall.

Dr.SmithobservesthatunderAurangzeb“Thearmywhichmadeabraveshowonpaper

orincamp,wasoflittlemilitaryvalue.”HeagreeswithManucci’sremarkthat“30,000

goodEuropeansoldierscouldsweepawaytheimperialauthorityandoccupythewhole

empire.”SirJadunath’sestimateofAurangzeb’stotalforceasin1674was:cavalry

2,00,000mansabdars8,000,ahdisandbarqandazes7,000,troopsunderprinces,nobles

andmansabdars,40,000infantryarmedwithmusketsandguns.

DuringtheDeccanwarthenumberwasfurtherincreased.Theexpenditureforthearmy

underAurangzebwastwiceasmuchasunderShahJahananditsefficiencywasnot

halfasmuchasunderAkbar.Thenavywasalsoutterlyinefficient.

AurangzebandtheNobility:

TheorganisationofthenobilityundertheMughalswasoneofthemostimportant

institutions devised bythem,upon whom depended in a verylarge measure the

functioningoftheadministrativesystem,duedischargeofcivilandmilitaryaswellas

politicalfunctionsofthestate.

TheMughalnobilityinitsinstitutionalizedform hasalonghistoryofevolution.The

nobility played and extremely important part in the founding,expansion,and

consolidationoftheMughalempireduringthelatterhalfofsixteenthandthefirsthalf

ofeighteenthcentury.

BeforeAkbarthenobilityhadnodefiniteorganisation.UndertheSultanateperiodthe

Zamindarswerenotincludedinthelistofnobilityandtherefore,theHindushadnothing

todowithwhatwasknownas“nobility”duringthatperiod.ItwasunderHumayunthat

anelaborateclassificationofthenobleswasmadeandthenobilitywasdividedinto

threeclassesorsections,eachsectionsubdividedintotwelvegrades.Wehaveno

definiteinformationastotheorderofprecedenceofthedifferentsections.

UnderAkbarwefindthefamousmansabdarisystem wasgivenadefiniteform and

orderandanumberofnew elementswereintroducedintoit.Itwillbeamistaketo

supposethatAkbarwasfirsttointroducemansabdarisystem.Infactthesystem was

notentirelynew.Ithadlongexistedinrudiments.Akbarinstitutionaliseditgivingita

definitionandform.Akbarclassifiedthemansabs,i.e.thenoblesonthebasisofthe

numberofthesarwarstobemaintainedbythem.Thelowestrankwasof10andthe

highest5,000sarwars.

Soon,however,mansabbecameanindexofrankandofficialstatusandsalaryreceived



notconnectedwiththeactualnumberofsarwarsmaintainedbyamansabdar.For

instance,mansabdarsof1,000andabovewerecalledamirs.Attimesevenmansabs

below500orlesswerealsoregardedasamirs,althoughgenerallyspeakingonlyhigher

mansabscarried thenameofamirwith them.Zamindarsand smallmansabdars

formedseparategroups.Subdivisionsofmansabsortheranksofmansabsmightbe

increased.ForinstanceAkbarraisedthehighestmansabfrom 5,000to7,000andlater

to8,000.

TheMughalsdidnotshowanyethnicpreferenceinadmittingpersonsofdifferentracial

originintoitsnobility.HenceitincludedIranis,Turanis,Uzbegs,andevenAfghans.The

descendantsoftheearlierMuslim immigrantsfrom westernandcentralAsiaandthe

IndianconvertstoIslam alsofoundplaceintheMughalnobility.

Akbar’smansabdarisystem wasanattempttoweldthehetreogenouselementsofthe

Mughalnobilityintoaharmoniouswhole.Akbarwaswiseenoughtorecognisethe

positionoftheRajputsrulersandchiefsintheHindusocietyandgavethem aspecial

positionintheimperialservice.TheactualnumberoftheRajputsincludedinthenobility

wasnotverylargebutinclusionofgiftedindividualslikeJaiSingh,ManSingh,Jaswant

Singhetc.benefittedboththeMughalsandtheRajputs.

WiththeexpansionoftheempireintheDeccantheMughalimperialism lackingits

essentialhumanism andgenerosityasalsoitshighsenseofpurposeasunderAkbar,

allowedreligiousandsectariandifferencestoaffectthenobles.Itappearsthatfrom

1666Aurangzebbegantoadoptapolicy,ifnotdirectlyopposedto,certainlywas

differentinspiritfrom hispredecessorswithregardtothenobility.Consistentlywithhis

emphasis on the Islamic characterofthe Empire Aurangzeb began to follow a

discriminatorypolicytowardstheHinduscoupledwithanattempttoassociateMuslim

orthodoxyascloselyaspossibletotheEmpire.

Muslim divineswerecalledupontosupporthiseverypoliticalactionandinthishewent

sofarastoprovokeprotestfrom thesanersectionofthenobility.MahabatKhan

expressedhissurpriseattheEmperor’spolicyinthelate70sthathetermedhisaction

in a letteras making “fowlers into captives and sparrows into huntsmen.The

experiencedandtheableofficersofthestatearedeprivedofalltrustandconfidence

whilefullrelianceisplacedonhypocriticalmysticsandemptyheadedscholars.Since

thesemenaresellingtheirknowledgeandmannersforthecompanyofkings,torely

uponthem wasneitherinaccordancewiththedivinelyprescribedpath,norsuitedtothe

waysoftheworld.Thusthesemenarerobbersineveryway.Thecountryisbeinglaid

waste;thearmydisheartened;thepeasantryravaged;thelowlycryingofdistress;the

higheronesseekingtoraisedisturbances.(Asthesayingis)thefinancesaregivenover



totheQaziandtheQaziissatisfiedonlywithbribes.”

AccordingtoManucciallthehigh-placedandimportantmenatthecourtopposed

themselvestothismeasure.Theybesoughtthekingmosthumblytorefrain.Aurangzeb

inpursuanceofhisnewpolicyofmilitaryorthodoxyofferedthejagirsoftheRajputsto

hisMuslim nobilityinordertorallyitmorefirmlybehindthethrone.Onthewholehis

policysucceededinconsolidatinghispositionagainsttheRathorsandrebelliousPrince

AkbarduetotheindifferenceoftherestoftheRajputs,atleasttemporarily,althoughin

thelongrunhisRajputpolicyprovedharmfulfortheEmpire.

InnorthernIndiaMughalconquestshadbeenquicklyconsolidated,butnotsointhe

Deccandueto,amongothercauses,thepeculiarattitudeoftheMuslim nobilitytowards

thequestionoftheannexationoftheDeccan.AccordingtoBernierthefailureofthe

MughalstoannexBijapurwaslargelyduetothelangourwithwhicheverygeneral

conductedtheoperationandavailedthemselvesofeverypretestofprolongationofwar

whichwasalikethesourceoftheiremolumentanddignity.BothBerinerandFryercalled

“Deccan,theBreadofthemilitarymen”.

OwingtoconstantrevagesofwartheDeccanhadsufferedheavilyinitseconomic

resourceswhichwereprogressivelydiminishing.Mughalnobleswhowerepostedinthe

Deccan,therefore,found itdifficult,to raise enough revenue to maintain their

contingents and ceased to be militarily superior to their Deccan opponents.

Circumstanced asthis,the Mughalgeneralsinevitablywere in collusion with the

Deccanis.

MahabatKhantooseemstohavedonethesamething.From KhafiKhan,weknowthat

hiscynicism aboutAurangzeb’seffortsintheDeccanwasrevealedinareporttothe

Emperor’ssuggestionthatitwasnecessarytocrushShivaji.MahabatKhanreported

thattherewasnoneedtosendanyarmytotheDeccanonlyaFatwaoftheQaziwould

suffice.In1671reportreachedtheEmperorthatMahabatKhanhadenteredintoan

alliancewithShivajiandwasnotexertinghimselfagainsttheMarathaswhereuponhe

wasreplacedbyBahadurKhan.

InthewaragainstGolcondathePersiannoblesweresuspectedofsympathizingwith

QutbShahasthelatterwasaShiahasthemselves.Butduringthetwentyfiveyears

from 1682to1707AurangzebremainedintheDeccanandinthefirstpartofthisperiod

hesucceededinsmashingthreecentresofpoliticalpower,namely,Bijapur,Golconda

andcapturingandexecutingShambhuji.

HedeclaredhiswaragainsttheMarathasasaJihadi.e.aholywar.Thelongdrawn

Deccanwarcreatedaprofoundpoliticalcrisistowhichthenoblesdidnotremain



indifferent.ThenobleoftheoldfamilieswereagainstinfluxoftheDeccannoblesinto

Mughalnobilityandsoughttorevivetheirformerpowerandprestigeaswellastheir

dominantposition.

OthernoblesdesiredanagreementwiththeMarathas,sothatbothpartiesmightlivein

peaceintheDeccanoralternativelythereturnoftheEmperortonorthIndialeavingthe

Deccanwartosubordinatemilitaryofficers.Butallthesesuggestionswereindignantly

spurnedbyAurangzebandthenoblescarriedontheDeccanwarinahalf-hearted

fashion requiring personalpresence ofAurangzeb in the Deccan imperative.The

DeccaniandHyderabadinobleswhohadbeentakenintheMughalnobilityrecently

causedgreatdamagetotheimperialcauseintheDeccan.

Insuchcircumstancesintriguesintheimperialcourtandmutualjealousiesandpursuit

ofselfishendswentonfreely.ForinstanceTarbiyatKhanwasjealousofFathullahKhan.

MuqarrabKhanwhocapturedShambhujicouldnotbegivenpromotionbytheEmperor

duetothestiffoppositionofothernobles.TherewasrivalrybetweenSayyidLashkar

KhanandZulfiqrKhan.

Inthisatmospheresurchargedwithsuspicion,cliquesandfactiousquarrelsgroupsof

noblespullingindifferentdirectionswasinevitable.Everynobleandeverygrouplooked

toitsowninterest.Theprinces,Kings,governorsandgeneralsbegantofollowtheirown

linesofpolicywithaviewtosecuringsuccessoftheirowndesigns.Importantgroups

amongthegreatnoblesnaturallyaroseandtypifiedthenewfactionalism intheMughal

court.

TheIrani,TuraniandHindustanigroupsofnoblesbytheirjealousies,rivalriesand

factionalism indicatedtheseriouspoliticalcrisisthattheMughalEmpirewastofacein

theimmediatefuture.Thefactionalism amongthenobleswhilerevealedtheirinternal

contradictionsalsoshowedtheirlackofconfidenceintheEmperorandtheimperial

policyandaboveallintheabilityoftheEmperortoreducethem toorderanddiscipline.

DefectsofweaklawofSuccession:

Inamonarchicalsystem ofdespoticnatureastheMughalrulehadbeen,thefuture,i.e.

theprospectsandpromotionsofallofficersdependeddirectlyorindirectlyonthe

approbationofEmperor.Itwasthecourttowardswhichtheeyesofallnobleswere

turned.

TowardsthelatterpartofAurangzeb’sreignandearlyintheeighteenthcenturytwo

groupsofnoblescameintoforefrontinthecourt.Wehaveseenthatthedescendants

oftheearlierimmigrantsfrom WesternandCentralAsiaasalsotheIndianconvertsinto



Islam foundplaceintheMughalnobilitywhichtherefore,comprisedIranis,Turanis,

Uzbegs,AfghansandtheIndianconvertsintoIslam knownasHindustaninobles.Under

AurangzebtheHindunobility—Rajput’sortheMarathashadbeenexcluded.

Thetwo groupsthatcameinto theforefrontfrom towardsthelatterpartofthe

seventeenthcenturyintheimperialcourtweretheIraniandTurniparties.Theleading

figuresofthefirstpartywereAsad Khanand hissonZulfiqarKhan.Thisfamily

belongedtoawellknownfamilyofIran.AsadKhan’sfatherhadmigratedtoIndia

towardstheendofJahangir’sreign.

AsadKhanwhoseoriginalhamewasMuhammadIbrahim wasafavouriteofEmperor

ShahJahanandmarriedthedaughterofAsafKhan.Hewasalsoagreatfavouriteof

Aurangzebandin1669wasmadethewazir.HetookpartinthesiegeofBijapur,in

RajputcampaignandinthecaptureofGolconda.Hewaspromotedtotherankof

masnadofwaziratwhichmeantthathewasentitledtositonamasnadinpresenceof

theEmperor,andmadeamansabdarof7,000.AsadKhan’ssonZulfiqarKhanmadehis

markbycommandingtheMughalTroopsinthecaptureofJinjifrom theMarathas.His

serviceswererecognisedbyAurangzebbypromotinghim tothepositionofMirBakshi

in1702.

WhenAurangzebdiedin1707,AsadKhanwastheWazirwhilehissonZulfiqarKhan

wasMirBakshitwotoppostsunderthestate.BesidesZulfiqarwasagreatgeneraland

hadDaudKhanPanni,RaoDalpatBundelaandRaoRam SinghHaraashisstaunch

supporters.

Thesecondparty,namelytheTuranipartywasledbyGhazi-ud-dinFiruzJang,hissons

ChinQilichKhan(LaterNizam-ul-Mulk)andHamidKhan,andhiscousinMuhammad

AminKhan.FatherofFiruzJang,KhwajaAbidhadmigratedtoIndiafrom Bukhara

towardstheendofthereignofShahJahan.KhwajaAbidtookpartinthewaragainst

DaraShukoh,ShujaandJaswantSinghandwasmadeSadr-i-Kul.Hediedatthesiegeof

Golcondain1687.

ChinQilichKhanparticipatedintheearlycampaignsofhisfather.In1699hewas

appointedgovernorofBijapur.Hishalf-brotherHamidKhanalsoservedunderhisfather

FiruzJang.AminKhan,cousinofChinQilichKhancametoIndiain1687andserved

underFiruzJang,and earned anameasavaliantwarrior.Hewasappointed by

AurangzebasSadrinrecognitionofhismerit.

Asthisgroupcamefrom TuranthispartywasknownasTuranipartyandtheTuranis

formedalargepartoftheirfollowing.Therewasgreatersolidarityinthispartythanin

theIraniparty.ButcoldrelationbetweenFiruzJangandChinQilichKhanandthe



blindnessthatdevelopedintheformerbecameaseriousweaknessofthisparty.

BetweentheIraniandtheTuraniPartiestherehadbeenasenseofcompetitionand

rivalryfrom theverybeginningandeachwasvyingwiththeotherfortheroyalfavour.

Particularlytherivalrybetweenthetwoyoungernoblesofthetwoparties—ZulfiqarKhan

andChinQilichKhansoonturnedintomutualjealousyandnaturallythetwodidnotget

onwelltogether.

The third partyknown as Hindustanipartycomprised the Muslims born in India

althoughtheirforefathershadcomefrom outside.Thispartyhadsupportersamongthe

JatsRajputsandmanyHindulords.AccordingtoProf.SatishChandrathegeneral

assumptionthatthepartiesandpoliticsattheMughalcourtwerebasedonethnicor

religiousgroupingsamongthenobilityisnotborneoutbyfacts.

Thegroupswhichwereformed towardstheend ofthereignofAurangzeb were

essentiallybasedonfamilyrelationsandpersonalaffiliationsandinterests.“Henceit

wouldappear”remarksProf.Chandra“thattheslogansofraceandreligionwereraised

byindividualnoblesonlytosuittheirconvenience,andthattheactualgroupingscut

acrossethnicandreligiousdivisions.”

DefectsofMughalNobilityofMughalEmpire

(a)DeclineofthepowerandprestigeoftheEmperorduetoAurangzeb’sfailuretodeal

effectivelywiththeoppositionsoftheMarathas,Rajputs,Jatetc.andthewarsof

successionafterthedeathofAurangzebandeveryoneofhissuccessors,

(b)AbsenceofcompetentrulerafterAurangzeb,

(c)System ofthegrantofjagirssteadilyworsened,grantofjagirswasunnecessarily

delayed,discrepanciesin theincome ofthejagirsshown and theactualincome

received,grantofjagirexceedingthetotalamountofKhasland,

(d)Scrambleforthebestandthemostprofitablejagiramongthenobles,

(e)Competitionbetweendifferentpartiesforleadingpositioninthecourt,particularlyby

securingthepostsoftheWazirandtheMirBakshi,

(f)Lackofmutualtrustbetweenthepartiesandindividualnoblesatthecourt.

Itmustbeparticularlypointedoutthatthestruggleforthewaziratwasnolessa

struggleforimplementingofpolicies.Thequestionoftheattitudetobetakentowards

theRajputs,Marathas,Jatsetc.,thestatusoftheHindusandimpositionofjizya

becameissuesofpartypolitics.Factuallythequestionwaswhetherthestatewasto



restonracistandreligiousfoundationsandonMuslimsaloneoronHindu-Muslim

loyaltyandallegianceinaspiritofsecularism.

Foraquarterofacenturytofollow,therivalriesandjealousiesofthethreeparties,

particularlytheIranisandtheTuranis,asalsoconflictofpersonalitiesandtheirstruggle

toclearthewaytothesupremepowerconstitutedthemainhistoricaltheme.

SuccessandFailureofAurangzeb:

Ithasbecomemoreorlessfashionabletoacclaim anyheterodoxview aboutany

historicalpersonalityofhisdoings,whetheritstandstoreasonornot.Thereisa

sectionofwriterswhohavebeenatpainstoprovethatAurangzebwasnotareligious

bigotand in facthemadeliberalgrantsto Hindu templesand whereverhehad

destroyedHindutemplesthiswasnecessitatedbytheexigenciesofwar.

Thisviewisalabouredviewunrelatedtohistoricalfactsandsopalpablyincorrectthat

oneneednothavetorefuteit.Itshould,however,bemadeclearinordertoavoid

confusionthatthere,wereinstancesofbestowalofgrantsoflandsonafewpriestsor

theirtemples,butthesegrantswereinthenatureofrenewalorconfirmationofthe

grantsmadebyhispredecessorsormadewiththepurposetowinthegranteesoverto

hisside.Hencethesewerenotinstancesofliberalitybutstrokesofdiplomacy.

Further,tocontendthatthedestructionofHindutempleswasonlyameasureof

wartimenecessityisapureandsimpleinventionunsupportedbyanyhistoricalevidence.

HistoryisrespecterofnopersonanditisbasedontruthandnothingbuttruthSir

JadunathSarkarinhisHistoryofAurangzeb(5vols.)hasgivenusacorrectwinthe

granteesovertohisside.Hencethesewerenotinstancesofliberalitybutstrokesof

diplomacy.Further,to contend thatthedestruction ofHindu templeswasonlya

measureofwartimenecessityisapureandsimpleinventionunsupportedbyany

historicalevidence.Historyisrespecterofnopersonanditisbasedontruthand

nothingbuttruth.

SirJadunathSarkarinhisHistoryofAurangzeb (5 vols.)hasgiven usacorrect

balancedpictureofthepersonalityandcharacterofAurangzebanditisdoubtfulif

modernresearcheswillbecapableofalteringtheconclusionsdrawnbySirJ.N.Sarkar

aboutAurangzeb.

Aurangzeb’sprivatelifewasabovethecontemporaryvicesandunquestionablyideal.

Hewasanindefatigableworker,ofdisciplinedhabits,andmethodicalinhisways.He

hadafewwivesbutneverdidhetransgresstheQuranicinjunctionofhavingmorethan

fourwivesatatime.Hisfoodhabitsweresimpleanddidnottouchwine.Hehad



acquiredproficiencyinArabicandPersianandcouldspeakTurkiandHindiwithease.

Heinheritedthescholarlytemperofhishouseandloverofbooksandpatronof

scholars.Inmattersofreligionhewasabigot,strictlyadheringtoQuraniclaw,saying

hisdailyprayersfivetimesadayandkeptRamzan.Toomuchregardforreligiosity

madehim taciturn,puritanicandintolerantnotonlyofHinduism butalsoofShiahism.

HeenforcedJizyaonthenon-Hindus.Allthisearnedforhim thereverenceofthe

devoutMuslims.Thechiefdefectsofhischaracterwerehisobstinacy,over-ambition,

narrow religiousbigotry,unfilialattitudetohisfatherandhisbetrayalandinhuman

treatmentofhisbrothers.Yethewasnotaparricide.

KhafiKhanalsotriestodraw abalancedpictureofthecharacterandpersonalityof

Aurangzebandwhilecallinghim themostdistinguishedsovereignofDelhifordevotion,

austerityandjustice,hecriticiseshim forhisintensesuspiciousnessandlackoftrustin

anybody.Hisrelianceonmerecunningastheprincipalinstrumentofstatecraftwas

bornofthesmallnessofhismind.Asasoldierandageneral,Aurangzebrankedwith

BaburandAkbar.Hepossessedgreatphysicalstrength,coolnessoftemperamentand

greatcourage.

SuccessandFailure:

WhenwejudgeAurangzebasasovereign,hisfailuremorethansetoffshissuccess.To

judgethemeasuresofhissuccessandfailureasalsohispolicyisratherperplexing.

Themannerofhissecuringaccessiontothethronewasnothingnewinthetraditionof

theMuslim historyinIndiaandhissuccessinthewarofsuccessionwasmoreinthe

natureofthesurvivalofthefittestandifhewouldhavelostsomeoneofhisother

brotherswouldseizethethrone.

Hismilitarycampaignshowedhim tobenotonlyacapablesoldierbutalsoageneralof

greatabilitywhoknew how tothwarthisenemybydiplomacyandstratagem.He

possessedawonderfulmemoryandrememberedeverydetailoftheadministrationand

issuedorderstohisministersaccordingly.

Hewasapast-masterindiplomacyandstatecraft.Hewasofindefatigableenergyand

wentthroughthepetitionsofthepeoplehimselfandpassedordersonthem.Gemelli-

Careri,anItalianphysicianwhovisitedIndiaduringAurangzeb’sreignsawtheEmperor

whenhewasseventyfiveyearsold(1695)and“admiredtoseehim endorsethe



petitions with his own hand without spectacles and by his cheerful,smiling

countenanceseemedtobeextremelypleasedwiththeemployment.

Yetwithallthevitality,strengthandphysicalfitnessAurangzebprovedafailureasa

sovereign,forhefailedtorealisethatthegreatnessofIndiadependedontheunity,as

wellastheprogressofthepeopleofIndiaasawhole.Thelessonsofthepasthistoryof

India,thatpoliticalprogressandpermanenceofthestateinIndiadependedonthe

policyofreligioustolerationandtheabilityandtheforesightintherulertocreatea

senseofharmonyandunityamongthevariousdiscordantelements,werelostonhim.

Further,despitehisintelligenceandshrewdnessAurangzebfailedtodeviseacorrect

policytomeetanemergencyoreventomeetthenormallegislativeneedsoftheempire.

Hisstudyofpoliticalproblemsaswellasremediesthathesoughttodevisewere

colouredbyreligiousprejudiceswhichnaturallyvitiatedthemeasurestakenbyhim.

Littledidherealisethatmorethaneightypercentofthepopulationoftheempirewas

non-MuslimsandtomakethingsworsehesystematicallypersecutedtheMuslimsof

theShiah,Ismaili,DaudiandBohracommunities.

Aurangzeb’sover-confidenceinhisindustry,strengthandabilitywhichgenerateda

distrustandsuspicionofofficersinhismindledtoapolicyofholdingalllocalofficers

instrict,perpetualtutelageproducedadministrativedegeneration,lackofinitiative,

senseofresponsibilityandefficiencyintheadministration.

OneofthemajorcausesofAurangzeb’sfailurewasthealienationofthesympathyand

friendship ofthe Rajputs who played so importanta partin the expansion and

organisationoftheMughalEmpireunderAurangzeb’spredecessors.Thisisnicely

statedbyMullaShirinthat“TheHinduwieldstheswordofIslam.”

AurangzebalsohadalienatedothermaterialelementsintheHindupopulationsuchas

theJats,Bundelas,SikhsandtheMarathaswhobytheirrebellionsdrainedtheempireof

itsbloodandmoney,anddistractedtheEmperor’sattentionintimesofcrisis.Hislong

absenceintheDeccanthrew northernIndiaindisorderandconfusionfrom whichit



couldnotberecovered.DisintegrationoftheEmpirehadbegunduringthelatterpartof

hisrule.

SoEmperorAurangzeblivedanddied.Thefamousletterswrittenshortlybeforehis

deathtohisson“expressthewearinessofamanwholivedtoolong,hadfailedin

cherishedplans,andwastormentedbymorbidfearsabouthisfateinthenextworld…”

Aurangzebwrote“Myyearshavegonebyprofitless.Godhasbeeninmyheartyetmy

darkenedeyeshavenotrecognisedhislight….… Thereisno hopeformeinthe

future………whenIhavelosthopeinmyself,howcanIhopeinother?”

Frequentlyaskedquestions:

1.ThrowlightontheexpansionpolicyofAurangzeb.

2.DiscusstheImperialisticPolicyofAurangzeb.How farwashesuccessfulinhis

policy?

3.GiveabriefsketchofAurangzeb’sadministration.

4.WriteashortessayonAurangzeb’sreligiouspolicyandhow farthispolicywas

responsibleforthedownfallofMughalEmpire?


